THE CRIME AGAINST KANSAS. ^-^^ ' ^ 



THE APOLOGIES FOR THE CRIME. 



THE TIIL^I^: KEMEDY. 



SPEECH OF HON. CHARLES SUxMNER. 



IN THE SE^^ATE OF THE UNITED STATES, 

19th and 2m MAT, 1856. 



WASHINGTON, D. C. 

BUBLL & BLANC HARD, PRINTKRS. 

1856. 



* 



»* 



In the Senate, 13th Mnrch, IS/Xj, Mr. Douglas, frt/in ihe 
Cominiuec on Territori«*p, presoiiUMi niid rt'ad a vi ry loi!g 
Report on uffMirB in Kansas. Mr. Collamkk uI.<^o present 
ed and rrad a Vinority Report As.^oon as the reading 
was coniplclt'd, Mr Sumnkh look tht- fi or, and made the. 
following remarks : 

Mr. SUMNI'iR. In those two reports, tlie whole 
subject is presented characteristically on both 
sides. In the report of the majority, the true 
is3ue is smothered ; in that of the minority, the 
true issue stands forth as a pilhir of fire to gnide 
the country. The first report })roceeds from four 
Senators ; but against it I put, fearlessly, the re- 
port signed by a single Senator, [Mr. Coli.amkii,] 
to whom [ offer my thanks for this service. Let 
the two go abroad together. Error is harmless, 
wltile reason is left free to combat it. 

] have no desire to precipitate the debate on 
this important question, under which the coun- 
try alrcjidy shakes from side to side, and wliich 
tlireatens to scatter from its foUls civil war. Nor, 
indeed, am I disposed to enter u])on it until 1 
have had the opportunity of seeing, in print, the 
elaborate documents which have been read to us 
to-day. But 1 cannot allow the subject to pass 
away, even for this hour, without repelling, at 
once, distinctly and unequivocally, the assatilt 
which has been made u{)on the Emigrant Aid 
Company of Massachusetts. That Uompany has 
done nothing for which it can be condemned un- 
der the laws and Constitution of the land. These 



it has not ofT'ended in letter or s;>ir;' ; not in th« 
slightejst letter, or in the remotest .-jjirit. It is 
true, it has sent men to Kansas; and bad it not 
a right to send tliem? It is true, I trust, that ita 
agents love Freedom, and hate Slavery ; and hare 
they not a right to do so? Their oiiencc has this 
extent, and nothing more. Sir, to the whole ar- 
ra^'gnment of that Company, in the report of the 
Conmiittce on Territories, I now for them plead 
"Not Guilty!" and confidently appeal to the 
country for that honorable acquittal which le 
due to their patriot services. 

The outrages in Kansas are vindicated, or ex- 
tenuated, by the alleged misconduct of the Emi- 
grant Aid Company. Very well, sir; a bad cans* 
is naturally staked on untenable gr(nind. You 
cannot show the misconduct. Any such allega- 
tion will fail. And yon now begin your gam© 
with loaded dice. 

Afterward.s, i:Uh March. Mr. Doir ii.AS :rUroduced "A 
Hiil to au!!iori/.e the ;)eople ol' ilif 'IVfi-.tory o; Kaiieas to 
form a C<nisiitution and Stale (iovrrnuie:ii. f;nd to pro- 
vide for their adini.s.-ion into the l/ijio;; u hcn tliey have 
the lequ site population."' Snbseciuentiy, Mr. Sewakb 
moved, by way < f Bub.'stitute. another Uil!, i.'r(;V!ding for 
immediate action, and entitled '*A Bill for i!ie admissi( n 
of the State of Kansas in o the Union." Dt i ate ensued, 
and was contijiued, tiy adjournment, from tunc to lime. 
In the course of this deliaie. on the l<.»!h and 'i'O.h Maj , Ur. 
SiruMBB made tlie tbllowin;: speech : 



SPEECH OF HON. CHAELES SUMNER. 



Mr. PRESIDHVT ! 

You are now cfillcl to rcdres? ft ^cat trjjn'is- 
jjrcssion. Spldoni in the history of nations has 
*\vih a qusstion been presented. Tarills, army 
lulls, navy billR, land bills, are important, and 
justly occupy your care ; but these belong to 
tho course of ordinary lefjislation. As means 
and instniments only, thev are necessarily sub- 
ordinate to the conservation of Government itself. 
•Irant theni or deny them, in greater or h^s? 
degree, and you will inflict no shock. The ma- 
chinery of (Government will continue to move. 
■•;'he St ite will not cease to exist. Far otherwise 
is it with the eminent que.=tion now before you, 
iavolvin^^, a^ it does, Liberty in a broad Terri- 
tory, and al-^o involrinj:^ tho peace of the whole 
'• siHitrv witli our <r'Jod name in hi.^torv forever- 
more. 

'Wik'-* down your map, sir, and you will find 
that the Terrilory of Kansas, more than any other i 
'"":;ion, occupies the raidiile 8[H)t of North Amer- i 
i -M, oqaally distant from the Atlantic on the ea>t. j 
u'ld the Pacific on the west; from the frozen i 
H')\ter,s of Hudson's IVvy on the north, and the tepid | 
^'»iilf Srream on the south, constiiutinj? the precise 
'"^rritorial centre of the wliole vast Oo-itinent. To 
' uch advantat^ps of situation, on the very high- 
between iavo oceans, are added a soil of un- 
irj)assed richness, and a fascinating:, uadiila- 
beauty of surface, with a healih-glvinrf 
tiiinale, calculated to nurture a ])overi"nl and 

?-'n(^r;va= i»eople. worthy to be a cealral pivot of| ({uence h.f.s been studieii or whcrr iho {ion»an name 



Ap'ninst this Territory, thus fortunate in posi- 
tion and population, a Crime has been committed, 
which is without example in the records of the 
Past. Not in plundered provinces or in the 
cruelties of seltish governors will ron find it« 
parallel ; and yet there is an ancient instance, 
which may show at least the path of justice. In 
the terrible impeachment by which the great 
Roman Orator has blasted through all time the 
name of Verres, amidst charges of robbery and 
sacrile^'e, the enormity which most arou.^ed th« 
indignant voice of liis nccn.^e., and which stii! 
.stands forth with strongest di.^^tiiirtness. arresting 
the sympathetic indignation of all who re.ad th« 
story, is, that away in Sicily lie had scourged a 
citizen of Rome — that the cry "I am a Roman 
citizen " had been interposed in vain against ihd 
lash of tlie tyrant governor. Other charges were, 
that he had carried away productions of art, and 
that he had violated tlic sacred shrines. It was 
in the j)resctu-e of the Hom tn Sen:ite that thij 
arraignra''nt proceeded ; in a temple of the Fo- 
rum ; amidst crowds — such as no orator had 
ever before drawn together — thronging the por- 
ticos and colonujub s, even clinging to the honre 
tops and neighboring slope? — and under the 
anxiou-; gaze of wiracs.'es sumiuoned from tho 
s<-enc of ci'ime. Iiut an ividiencc grander far — 
of higher dignity — of more various people and of 
wider into'lligencc — the ':ountli*?s nujiiitudo of 
succeeding generation^;, in CNcry land, where eio- 



hn^ been recognised— -has listeiard to the. acctiga- 
tiou.and throblMvj wiilicond^^mnatioti of f he crim- 
inal. 8ir, Rj)eaking in an age f)f light aiKt inaiond 
of constitutional lii-)ert^' where the safc^nards of 



Ariv^rican InsliLutions. A few short manihs only • 
iiiive p.';'Hel since thi^ spacious mediterranean 
r ourilry was open only to the savarre, who ran 
^■i!d in it-; wo'Mh and prairies; and now it has 
«Jrea if drawn to its bosom a populalion of free- j elections are justly piacod amon{]; the higbett 
fim lariz ir than Athens crowded within her iiis- ! triumphs of civili/.alion. 1 fcaries?ly assert that 
t'U'ic gates, wlvivi her son-^, under Miltiades. won ! the wrong.^ of much-.duueil Sicily. tiuH mcmora- 
! -liberty for mankind on the field of Marathon ;{ ble in hiFtory, were sH~.ali by the side of the 
niort^ than Sparta contained when she ruled j wrongs of Kansa-.. where the very shrines of pop- 



'Jr^^eco, and sent fonh her devoted children, I 
Quickened bv a uDther's benedictio'i, to return ! 
With their shield-^ or on them ; more than Rome j 
gtthered on her seven hills, when, under her 
kings, she comineaced that sovereign sway, 
which afterwaras embraced the whole earth; 
more than London held, when, on the fields of 
Crecf md Ag'mcoart, the Baglish banner was 
•arried f ictork>o9l/ om the chiralrouj hojta of 
V'raaeo. 



ular institutions, more sacn d tlian any h< aihen 
altar, have been desecrated ; when; t!se ballot- 
box, more precious than any wr)rk, in iv(jry or 
mirble. tVom the cunning hand oi' art, has been 
plundore<i ; and wliere the cry •* i am an Ameri- 
can citizen " has been interposed in vaiu against 
outrage of ever/ kind, even upon life itself. Art 
you again! t sacrilege ? I present it for jotft ex* 
tcration. Are you against robbery 7 I hold it 
«p to /our scorn. Are jou for the proteetioa ol 
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American citizens ? I show yoa how their dear- 
est ri;,'hts have been cloven down, while a Tyran- 
Bical U.-'urp.ition has sought to install itself on 
their very necks ! 

But the wickedness which I now begin to ex- 
pose is immeasurably uggravatod by the motive 
which prnm[)ted if. Not in any common lust for 
power did this uncommon tragedy have its ori- 
gin. It is the rape of a virgin Territory, com- 
pelling it to the hateful embrace of Slavery; 
and it may be clearly traced to a depraved long- 
ing for a new slave State, the hideous offspring 
of such a crime, in the hope of adding to the 
power of Slavery in the National (jrov(!rnment. 
Yes, sir, when the whole world, alike (Christian 
and Turk, is rising u\) to condemn this wrong, 
and to make it a hissing to the nations, here in 
our Republic, force — aye, sir, FORCE — has been 
openly employed in compelling Kansas to this 
pollution, and all for the sake of political power. 
There is the simple fact, which you will vainly 
attempt to deny, but which in itself presents an 
essential wickedness that makes other public 
crimes seem like public virtues. 

lJut this enormity, vast beyoTid comparison, 
swells to dimensions of wickedness which the 
imagination toils in vain to grasp, when it is un- 
derstood, that for this purpotie are hazarded the 
horrors of intestine feud, not only in this distant 
Territory, but everywhere throughout the coun- 
try. Already the muster has begun. The strife 
is uo longer local, but national. Even now, while 
I speak, portents hang on all the arches of the 
hori/iOn, threatening to darken the broad land, 
which already yawns with the niuttcrings of 
civil war. The fury of the propagandists of Sla- 
very, and the calm determination of their oppo- 
nents, are now ditfu.sed from the distant Territo- 
ry over wide-6prea,d communities, and the whole 
country, in all its exlent — marshalling hostile 
divisions, and foreshadowing a strife, which, un- 
less happily averted l)y the triumph of Freedom, 
will become war — fratricidal, parricidal war — 
with an accumulated wickedness beyond the 
wickedness of any war in human annals; justly 
provoking the avenging judgment of Providence 
and the avenging pen of history, and constituting 
a strife, \n the language of the ancient writer, 
more tlmti foreujn, more than social, more tlian 
civil; but something compounded of all these 
strifes, and in itself more than war; ml potius 
cummunc, ifiodilani ex omnihus, ct plu>i qtiam helium. 

Such is the Crime which you are to judge. 
But the criminal also must be dragged into day, 
that you may see and measure the power by 
which all this wrong is sustained. From no 
common source could it proceed, in its perpa- 
tration, was needed a spirit of vaulting ambition 
which Avould hesitiite at uoUung; a hardihood 
of purpose which was insensible to the judgment 
of mankind; a madness for Slavery which should 
disregard tlie Constitution, the laws, and all the 
great examples of our history ; also a conscious- 
ness* of power such as comes from the habit 
of po\V^r; a combination of energies found only 
iu a hnndred arms directed by a hundred eyes ; 
a control of Public Opinion, through venal pens 
and a prostituted press ; an ability to subsidize 



crowds in every vocation of life — the politician 
with his local importance, the lawyer with his 
subtle tongue, and even the authority of the 
judge on the bench ; and a familiiir use of men 
in places high and low, so that none, from the 
President to the lowest border postmaster, should 
decline to be its tool ; all these things and more 
were needed ; and they were found in the Slave 
Power of our Republic. There, sir, stands the 
criminal — all unmasked before you — lieartless, 
gras))ing, and tyrannical — with an audacity be- 
vond that of Verres, a subtletv bovond that of 
Machiavcl, a meanness beyond that of Bacon, 
and an ability beyond that of Hastings. Justice 
to Kanc^as can be secured only by the prostra- 
tion of this influence ; for this is the Power be- 
hind — greater than any President — which suc- 
cors and sustains the Crime. Nay. the proceedings 
I now arraign derive their fearful cousequenco 
only from this connection. 

In now opening this great matter, I nm not in- 
sensible to the austere demands of tlve oc.casion ; 
but the dependence of the crime against Kansas 
upon the Slave Power is so peculiar and import- 
ant, that I trust to be pardoned while I impress 
it by an illustration, which to some may seem 
trivial. It is related in Northern myilioiogy, that 
the god of Force, visiting an enchanted region, 
was challenged hy his Foyal entertainer to what 
seemed a humble feat of strength — merely, sir, 
to lift a cat from the ground. The god smiled 
at the challenge, an<l, calmly placing his hand 
under the belly of the animal, with superhuman 
strength, strove, while the back of the feline 
monster arched far upwards, even beyond reach, 
and one paw actually forsook the earth, until at 
last the discomfited divinity desisted ; but he 
was little surprised at his defeat, when he learn- 
ed that this creature, which seemed to 1)0 a cat, 
and nothing more, was not merely a cat, but that 
it belonged to and was a part of the great Ter- 
restrial Serpent, which, in its innumerable folds, 
encircled the whole globe. Even so the creature, 
whose paws are now fastened upon Kansas, what- 
ever it may seem to be, constitutes in reality a 
part of the Slave Power, which, with loathsome 
folds, is now coiled about the whole land. Thu9 
do I expose the extent of the present contest, 
where we encounter not raerelv local resistance, 
but also the unconiiucred sustaining arm behind. 
But out of the vastness of the Crime at?.cmpted, 
with .all its woe and shame, I derive a well- 
founded assurance of a commensurate vastness 
of effort against it, by the aroused masses of the 
country, determined not only to vindicate Right 
against Wrong, but to redeem the Republic from 
the thraldom of that Oligarchy, which prompts, 
directs, and concentrates, the distau>t wrong. 

Such is the Crime, and such the criminal, which 
it is my duty in this debate to expose, and, by 
the blessing of God, this duty shall be done com- 
pletely to the end. But this will not be enough. 
The Apologies, which, with strange hardihood, 
have been offered for the Crime, must be torn 
away, so that it shall stand forth, without a sin- 
gle rag, or fig-leaf, to cover its vileness. And, 
finally, the True Remedy must be shown. The 
subject is complex in its relations, a?, it is trans- 



ccndent in Importance ; and yet, if 1 am honored 
by your attention, I hope to exhibit it clearly in 
fill its parts, while I coaduct you to the inevita- 
ble conclusion, that Kansas must be admitted at 
^)ncc\ wit!i her presunt Constitution, as a State 
of this Union, and give a new star to the blue 
field of our National Dag. And here 1 derive 
satisfaction from the thought, that the cause is 
fo strong in itself as to bear even the infirmities 
of its advocates ; nor can it require anything be- 
yond that simplicity of treatment and modera- 
tion of manner which I desire to cultivate. Its 
true character is such, that, like Hercules, it will 
conquer just so soon as it is recognised. 

My task will be divided under three different 
heads : .//>s', thk Ciumk auainst Kansas, in its 
origin and extent ; ^rcondl;/., thk Apolouies fou 
TUE Chimk; and ihirdbj^ the Tuuk Rembov. 

But, before entering upon the argument, I must 
say something of a gcueral character, particu- 
larly in response to what has fallen from Senators 
who have raised tliemselves to eminence on this 
floor in championship of human wrongs ; I mean 
the ricuator from South Carolina, [Mr, Bltler,] 
and the Senator from Illinois, [Mr. Douolas,] 
who, though unlike as Don Quixote and Sanclio 
Pan7,a, yet, like this couple, sally forth together 
in the same adventure. I regret much to nuss 
the elder Senator from liis seat: but the cause, 
against which he has run a till., with such activ- 
ity of animosity, demands that the opportunity of 
exposing him should not be lost; and it is for 
the cause that I speak. The Senator from South 
Carolinahas read many books of chivalry, and be- 
lieves himself a chivalrous knight, with sentiments 
of honor and courage. Of course he has chosen a 
mistress to whom he has made his vows, and who, 
though ugly to others, is always lovely to him; 
though polluted in the sight of the world, is chaste 
in his sight — 1 mean the harlot, Slavery. For her, 
his tongue is always profuse in words. Let her 
be impeached in character, or any proposition 
made to shut her out from the extension of her 
wantonness, and no extravagance of manner or 
hardihood of assertion is then too great for this 
Senator. The frenzy of Don Quixote, in behalf 
of his wench Dulcineadel Toboso, is all surpassed. 
The asserted rights of Slavery, which £hG;;k 
equality of all kinds, are cloaked by a fantastic 
claim of cqualicy. If the slave States cannot 
enjoy what, in mockery of the great fathers of 
the Republic, he misnames equality under the 
Constitution — in other words, the full power in the 
National Territories to compel feilow-men to un^ 
paid toil, to separate husband and wife, and to 
sell little «hildrea at the auction block — then, sir, 
the chivalric Senator will conduct the State of 
South Carolinaoutof the Union ! Heroic knight! 
Lxalted Senator ! A second Moses come for a 
second exodus ! 

But not content with this poor menace, which 
we have been twice told was " measured," the 
Senator, in the in»res trained chivalry of his na- 
ture, has undertaken to apply opprobrious words 
lo those who differ from him oa thi.^ floor. He 
calls them "sectional and fanatical ; " and oppo- 



sition to the usurpation in Kansas, he denouncef 
as " an uncalculating fanaticism." To be sure;- 
these charges lack all grace of originality, an4 
all sentiment ot truth ; but the adventurous Sen-^ 
ato" does not hesitate, lie is the uncompromii 
sing, unblushing representative on this floor ol 
a flagrant secdonalmn, which now domineers orel 
the Republic, and yet with a ludicrous ignorance 
of his own position — un:ible to see himself a| 
others see him — or with an effrontery w^hich ever 
his white head ought not to protect from rebuk4 
he applies to those here who resist his ^tctionalisd 
the very epithet which designates himself. Tb| 
men who strive to bring back the Government 
its original policy, when Freedom and not SlftverJ 
was narional, while Slavery and not Freedom wc^ 
sectional, he arraigns as neclionaL This will nd 
do. It involves too great a perversion of term^ 
I tell that Senator, that it is to himself, and tl 
the " organization " of which ho is the " cor 
mitted advocate, ' that this epithet belongs, 
now fasten it upon them. For myself, I care Uitt 
for names; but since the question has been raisef 
here, I afiirm that the Republican party of tb, 
Union is in no just sense ftedional, but, more thji^ 
any other party, national ; and that it now got? 
forth to dislodge from the high places of tN 
(.iovernment the tyrannical sectionalism of whic 
the Senator from South Carolina is one of iV^ 
maddest zealots. ' 

To the charge of fanaticism I also reply. Si 
fanaticism is found in an ent u^usiasm or cxagg* 
ration of opinions, particularly on religious suF 
jects ; but there may be a fanaticism for ei 
as well as for good. Now, I will not deny, th** 
there arc persons among us loving Liberty t» 
well for their personal good, in a scHish gener ! 
tion. Such there may be, and, for the sake i 
their example, would that there were more 1 *: 
calling them " fanatics, ' you cast contumely npu 
the noble array of martyrs, from the earliest d; 
down to this hour ; upon the great tribunes 
human rights, by whom life, liberty, and hapj' 
ness, on earth, have been secured; upon the lo ■ 
line of devoted patriots, who, throughout hisloi 
have truly loreii their country; and, upon a 
who, in noble aspirations for the general go 
and in forgetfulness of self, have stood out l-- 
fore their age, and gathered into their genero': 
bosoms the shafts of tyranny and wrong, j 
order to make a pathway for Truth. Youd^ 
credit Luther, when alone he nailed his artic/' 
to the door of the church at Wittenberg, a! 
then, to the imperial demand that he should li 
tract, firmly replied, " Here I stand ; I cane 
do otherwise, so help me God ! " You discre*' 
Hampden, when alone he refused to pay the f<' 
shillings of ship-money, and shook the thro[i 
of Charles I ; you discredit Milton, when, arah' 
the corruptions of a heartless Court, he li^^ 
on, the lofty friend of Liberty, above questi^ 
or suspicion ; you discredit Russell and Sidn ! 
when, for the sake of their country, they calct 
turned from family and friends, to tread thp j) 
row steps of the scaffold ; you discredit.ihos!* ea,^ 
founders of American iastitutioiis, who prefer:' 
the hardships of a wilderness, surrounded b., 
savage foe, to injustice on beds of ease; you 6 
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reilit o;ir later fathers, who, fe;v in numbers 
ml weak in resources, yet strong in their cause, 
id not hesitate to bnivo the mighty power of 
njj^hmd, already encircling the globe with her 
lorning drum-beats, Yo8, sir, of such are the 
inatic3 of history, according to the Senator, 
ut I tell that Senator, that there are characters 
adlv eminent, of whoso fanaticism there can be 
3 question. Such were the ancient Egyptii ' 
ho worsliipped divinities in brutish forms; tuc 
ruidSjWho darkened the forests of oak, in whicli 
jcy lived, by sacrifices of blood ; the Mexi- 
ma, who surrendered countless victims to the 
■opitiation of their obscene idols ; the Span- 
rds, who, under Alva, sought to force the Inqui- 
i-ion upon Holland, by a tyranny kindred to that 
)w employed to force Slavery upon Kansas ; and 
ch were the Algerines, when in solemn conclave, 
ter listening to a speech not unlike that of (he 
nator from South ('aroliria, they resolved to 
ntinue the slavery of wliite Christians, .ind to 
tend it to tlie countrymen of Washington ! 
'e, sir, extend it ! And in this same dreary 
talogiie faithful history must record all who 
w, in an euligiitcncd age and in a land of 
asted Freedom, stand up, in perversion of tlie 
nstitation and in denial of immortal truth, to 
ten a new shackle upon their fellow-man. If 
J Senator wishes to see fanatics, let him look 
ind among his own asso.'iatcs ; let him look 
liimself. 

Jut I have not done with the Senator. There 
mother matter regarded by him of such con- 
ueuce, that he interj>olated it into the speech 
,he Senator from New Hampshire, [.Mr. HAfiK,] 
I also announced that he had prepared him- 
■ with it, to take in his pocket all the way to 
iton, when he expected to address the people 
that community. Oa this account, and for 
sake of truth, f slop for one moment, and 
id it to the earth. The North, according to 
Senator, was engaged in the slave trade, and 
)ed to introduce slaves into the Southern 
tes ; and this undeniable fiict he proposed to 
.blish by statistics, in stating which his errors 
lassed his sentences in number. Hut T let 
id pass for the present, that 1 may deal with 
argument. Vvi\y, sir, is the acknowledged 
)itude of a departed goneralion to l)ecome 
example for us ? And yet the sugocslion of 
Senator, if entitled to any consideration in 
discussion, must have this extent. I join 
friend from New Hampshire in thanking the 
ator from South Carolina for addncing this 
ance ; for it gives me an opportunity lo say, 
, the Northern merchants, with homes in Bos- 
Bristol, Newport, New York, and i'hiladel- 
i, who catered for Slavery during the years 
he slave trade, are the lineal progenitors of 
Northern men. with homes in these places, 
lend themselves to Slavery in our day ; and 
eially that all, whether North or Soulh, who 
part, directly or indirectly, in the conspira- 
gaittst Kansas, do but continue the work of 
slaT-t-trftdera, which you condemn. It is 
too tr««, «1a8 t that our fathers were en- 
d in thie traffic; bat that is no apology for 
And In repeiltBfj^ th« authoritj of thla ex- 



ample, I repel also the trite argument founded 
on the earlier example of England. It is true 
that our mother country, at the peace of Utrecht, 
extorted from Spain the Assiento Contract, se- 
curing the monopoly of the slave trade with 
the Spanish Colonies, as the whole price of all 
the blood of great victories; that she higgled 
at Aix-la-Chapelle for another lease of this ex- 
clusive traffic ; and again, at the treaty of Mad- 
"id, clung to the wretched piracy. It is true, 
'at in this spirit the ])ower of the mother (;oun- 
ti ' was prostiiuted to the same base ends iu her 
A lerican Colonies, against indignant protests 
fr( m our fathers. All these things now rise up 
in judgment against her. Let us not follow the 
Senator from South Carolina to do the very evil 
to-day, %yhich in another generation we con- 
demn. 

As the Senator from South Carolina is the 
Don Quixote, the Senator from Illinois [Mr. 
Doi'ciiAs] 'lA the squire of Slavery, its very Sancho 
Pan/,a, ready to do all its humiliating ollices. This 
Senator, in his labored address, viudi(rating his 
labored report — piiinji; one mass of elaborate er- 
ror upon another mass — constrained himself, as 
you will remember, to unfamiliar decencies of 
speech. Of that addresa I h;ive notliiug to s.ay 
at this moment, though before 1 alt down 1 shall 
show something of its fallacies. But I go b>ick 
now to an earlier occasion, wl<on. true to his na- 
tive impulses, he threw into this discussion, "for 
a charm of powerful trouble," personalities most 
discreditable to this body, I will not stop to re- 
pel the imputations which he cast upon myself; 
but I mention them to remind you of the "swel- 
tered venom sle(q)ing got," whirh, with otlH>r 
poisoned ingredients, he cast into the cauldron 
of this debate. Of other things I speak. Stand- 
ing on this floor, the Senator issued his rescript, 
requiring submission to the Usurped Power of 
Kansas; .and this was accompanied by a manner — 
all his own — such as befits the tyrannical threat. 
Very well. Let the Senator try. I tell him now 
that he cannot enforce any such submission. The 
Senator, with the Slave Power at his ba.k, is 
strong; but he is not strong enough for this pur- 
pose. He is bold. He shrinks from nothing. 
Like Danton, he miy cry, " /VjU(/(r/:r Vnndnc.c'. 
[anjovr:i I' audacc.''^ but even his audacity cannot 
compass tliis work. The Senator copies the Brit- 
ish ollicer, who, with boastful swagger, said that 
with the hilt of his sword he would cram the 
"stamps" down the throats of the Awierican peo- 
ple, and he will meet a similar failure. He may 
convulse this country with civil feud. T^ike the 
ancient maiiaoan, he may set lire to this Temple 
of Constiiutioiuil Liberty, grander than f/pliesinn 
dome; but he cannot enforce obedience to that 
tyrannical Usurpation. 

The vSenator dreams that ho can stibdue tho 
North. He disclaims the open threat, but his 
conduct still implies it. How little that Senator 
knows himself, or the strength of tho cause which 
he persecutes I He is but a mortal man ; against 
him is immortal principle. With finite power 
he wrestles with the infinite, and he must fall. 
Against htm are stronger battalions than auj 
marshalled mortal arm — the inborn, ineradi^ 



cable, invincible sentiments of the human heart; j 
against him is nature in all her subtle forces; | 
against him is God. Let him try to 6ubdue these. 

But I pass from these things, which, though 
belonging to the very heart of the discussion, are 
vet preliminary in character, and press at once 
to the main question. 

I. It belongs to me novr, in the first place, to 
ex[iose the Crime acainst Kansas, in its origin 
and extent. Logically, this is the beginning of 
the argument I say Crime, and deliberately 
adopt this strongest term, as better than any 
other denoting the consummate transgression. I 
would go further, if language could further go. 
It is the Crime of Crimes — surpassing far the old 
crimen majcstatis, pursued with vengeance by the 
laws of itome, and containing all other crimes, 
as the greater contains the less. I do not go 
too far, wiien I call it the Crime against Nature^ 
from which the soul recoils, and which language 
refuses to describe. To lay bare this enormity, 
1 now proceed. The whole subject has already 
become a twice-told tale, and its renewed recital 
will be a renewal of its sorrow and shame; but 
I shall not hesitate to enter upon it. The oc- 
casion requires it from the beginning. 

It has been well remarked bv a distinguished 
historian of our country, that, at the ithuriel 
touch of the Missouri discussion, the slave interest, 
hitherto hardly recognised as a distinct element 
in our system, started up portentous and dilated, 
with threats and assumptions, which are the 
origin of our existing national politics. This was 
in 1820. The discussion ended with the admis- 
sion of Missouri as a slaveholding State, and 
the prohibition of Slavery in all the remaining 
territory west of the Mississippi, and north of 
30', leaving the condition of other terri- 
tory south of this line, or subsequently ac- 
quired, untouched by the arrangement. Here 
was a solemn act of legislation, called at the 
time a compromise, a covenant, a compact, first 
brought forward in this body by a slaveholder — 
vindicated by slaveholders in debate — finally sanc- 
tioned by slaveholding votes — also upheld at the 
time by the essential approbation of a slavehold- 
ing President, James Monroe, and his Cabinet, of 
whom a majority were slaveholders, including 
Mr. Calhoun himself; and this compromise was 
made the condition of the admission of Missouri, 
without which that State could not have been 
received into the Union. The bargain was simple, 
and was applicable, of course, only to the ter- 
ritory named. Leaving all other territory to 
await the judgment of another generation, the 
South said to the North, Conquer your prejudices 
80 far as to admit Missouri as a slave State, and, 
in consideration of this much-coveted boon, Sla- 
very shall be prohibited forever in all the remain- 
ing Louisiana Territory above :>G° 30': and the 
North yielded. 

In total disregard of history, the President, in 
his annual message, has told us that this com- 
promise " was rduclantly acquiesced in by the 
Southern States." Just the contrary ig true. It 
was the work of slaveholders, and was crowded 



by their concurring votes upon a reluctant North. 
At the time it was hailed bv slaveholders as % 
victory. Charles Pinckney, of South Carolina, m 
an oft-quoted letter, written at three o'clock on the 
night of its passage, says, " It is considered hert 
by the slaveholding States as a great triumph." 
At the North it was accepted as a defeat, and the 
friends of Freedom everywhere throughout the 
country bowed their heads with mortification, | 
But little did they know the completeness of theitr ; 
disaster. Little did they dream that the prohibi- | 
tion of Slavery in the Territory, which was stip- f 
ulated as the price of their fatal capitulation, | 
would also at the very moment of its maturity f 
be wrested from them. | 

Time passed, and it became ncces!«!ary to pro- | 
vide for this Territory an organised Government, j 
Suddenly, without notice in the public press, or | 
the prayer of a single petition, or one word of! 
open recommendation from the President — -after 1 
an acquiescence of thirty-three ycjirs, and the • 
irreclaimable possession by the South of its special ; 
share under this compromise — in violation of!) 
every obligation of honor, compact, and good I 
neighborhood — and in contemptuous disregard of | 
the out-gushing sentiments of an aroused North,: 
this time-honored prohibition, in itself a Land-^ 
mark of Freedom, was ovei turned, and the .a&l , 
region now known as Kans».g and Nebraska was 
opened to Slavery. !t was natural that a meas- ' 
ure thus repugnant in character should be j)rasecd 
by arguments mutually rcjuignant. It was urged ^ 
on two principal reasons, no opposite and incon-^ 
sistent as to slap each other in the face— one be- ; 
ing that, by the rejieul of the prohibition, the". 
Territory wouM be left open to the entry of slave- : 
holders with their slaves, without hindrance ; and \^ 
the other being, that the people would be left * 
absolutely free to determine the question for ' 
themselves, and to j)rohiK»it the entry of slave-; 
holders with their slaves, if they should think ; 
best. With some, the ;ij)ology was the alleged, 
rights of slaveholders: \\\\\\ others, it was the 
alleged rights of the people. With some, it was , 
openly the extension of Slavery ; and with otherit, I 
it was openly the establi.shment of Freedom, un-* 
der the guise of Popular Sovereignty. Of course, ; 
the measure, thus upheld in defiance of reason,, 
was carried through Congress in defiance of fill- 
the securities of legislation ,; and I mention thej?* ' 
things that you may see in what foulness the| 
present Crime was engendered. 

It was carried, yzrjt/, by uhippiny in to it8 sup* * 
port, through Executive influence and patron- , 
age, men who acted against their own declared , 
judgment and the known will of their coustttu- [ 
ents. Secondly^ by foittiivj out <>/ plart, both in i 
the Senate and House of Representatives, im- , 
portant business, long pending, and usurpioff its • 
room. Thirdly y by trainpliTig mdcr foot the rulea 1 
of the House of ilepresentative3, always before 
the safeguard of the minority. And fourtMy^; 
by dricing it to a dosf during the very session in 
which it originated, so that it might not be ar- ? 
rested by the indignant voice of the People. 
Such are some of the means by which this snap;, 
judgment was obtained. If the clear will of tb«f 
People had not been di.?regarded, it could noij 
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have passod. If the Government had not nefa- 
riously interposed its intiuence, it could not have 
paS'jed. If it had been left to its natural place 
in the order of business, it could not have pass- 
ed. If the rules of the House and the rights 
of the minority had not been violated, it could 
not have passed. If it had been allowed to go 
over to another Congress, when the People might 
he heard, it would have been ended ; and then 
the Crime we now deplore, would have been 
without its first seminal life. 

Mr. President, I mean to keep absolutely within 
the limits of parliamentary propriety. I make no 
personal im[»utatious ; but only with frankness, 
such as belongs to the occasion and my own char- 
actor, doscribe a great historical act, which is now 
enrolled in the Capitol. Sir, the Nebraska Bill 
wag in every respect a swindle. It was a swin- 
dle by the South of the North. It was, on the 
part of those vho had already completely en- 
joyed their share of the Missouri Compromise, a 
swindle of those whose share was yet absolutely 
untouched ; and the plea of unconstitutionality 
set up — like the plea of u.''.ury after the borrowed 
money has been enjoyed — did not make it les.s a 
swindle. Trged as a Bill of Peace, it was a 
swindle of the whole country. Urged as open- 
ing the doors to slave-musters with their slaves, 
it was a swindle of the asserted doctrine of Popu- 
lar Sovereignty. Urged as sanctioning Popular 
Sovereignty, it was a swindle of the asserted 
riffhts of slave-masters. It was a swindle of is. 
broad territor^, ,thus cheated of protection against 
Slavery. It was a swindle of a great cause, early 
»-spouscd by Washington, I'^ranklin, and .leffor- 
son, surrounded by the best fathers of the lle- 
ptii)lic. Sir, it was a swindle of God-given in- 
alienable Rights. Turn it over: look at it on 
all sides, and it is everywhere a swindle; and, if 
the wor(l 1 now employ has not the authority of 
classical usage, it has, on this occasion, the in- 
dubitable autliority of fitness. No other word 
will adequately e.xj)res3 the mingled meanness 
and wickedness of the cheat. 

Its character was still further apparent in the 
general structure of the bill. Amidst overflow- 
ing professions of regard for tlie sovereignty of 
the people in the Territory, they were despoiled 
of every essential privilege of sovereignty. They 
were not allowed to choose their (Jovernor, Sec- 
retary, Chief Ju^*:ce, Associate Justices, Attorney, 
or Marshal — all of whom are sent from Washing- 
ton ; nor were they allowed to regulate the sala- 
ries of any of these functionaries, or the daily 
allowance of the legislative body, or even the 
pay of the clerks and doorkeepers ; but they were 
left free to adopt Slavery. And this was called 
Popular Sovereignty ! Time does not allow, nor 
does the occasion require, that I should stop 
to dwell on this transparent device to cover a 
transcendent wrong. Suffice it to .say, that 
Slavery is in itself an arrogant denial of flu- 
man Rights, and by no human reason can the 
power to establish such a wrong be pljiced 
among the attributes of any Just sovereign- 
ty. In refusing it such a place, I do not deny 
popular rights, but uphold them ; I do not re- 
strain popular rights, but extend them. And, sir, 



to this conclusion you must yet come, unless 
deaf, not only to the admonitions of political 
justice, but also to the genins of our- own Con- 
stitution, under which, when properly inter- 
preted, no valid claim for Slavery can bs set up 
anywhere in the National terrftorj'. The Senator 
from Michigan [Mr. Cas;-!] may say, in response 
to the Senator from Mississippi, [Mr, Brown,] 
that Slavery cannot go into the Territory under 
the Constitution, without legislative introduc- 
tion; and permit me to add, in response to both, 
that Slavery cannot go there at all. Nothing can 
come oat ofnolhin//; and there is absolutely noth- 
ing in the Constitution out of which Slavery can 
be derived, while there are provisions, which, 
when properly interpreted, make its existence 
anyvrhere within the exclusive National jurisdic- 
tion impossible. 

The otFensire provision in the bill was in its 
form a legislative anomaly, utterly wanting the 
natural directness and simplicity of an honest 
transaction. It did not undertake openly to re- 
peal the old Prohibition of Slavery, but seemed 
to mince the matter, as if conscious of the swin- 
dle. It said that this Prohibition, "being incon- 
sistent Avith the principle of non-intervention by 
Congress with Slavery in the Slates and Terri- 
tories, as recognised by the legislation of 1850, 
commonly called the Compromise Measures, is 
hereby declared inoperative and void.'' Thus, 
with insidious ostentation, was it pretended that 
an act, violating the greatest compromise of our le- 
gislative history, and setting loose the foundations 
i of all ccmipromise, was derived out of a compro- 
j mise. Then followed in the Bill the further decla- 
ration, which is entirely without precedent, and 
which has been aptly called " a stump speech in 
its belly," namely : " it being the true intent and 
meaning of this act, not to legislate Slavery into 
any Territory or State, nor to exclude it there- 
from, but to leave the people thereof perfectly 
free to form and regulate their domestic institu- 
tions in their own way, subject only to the Con- 
stitution of the United States. ' Here were 
smooth words, such as belong to a cunning 
tongue enlisted in a bad cause. IJut whatever 
may have been their various hidden meanings, 
this at least was evident, that, by tlieir effect, the 
Congressional Prohibition of Slavery, which had 
always been regarded as a seven-fold shield, cov- 
ering the whole Louisiana Territory north of .3G" 
.■?0', was now removed, while a principle was de- 
clared, which would render the supplementary 
Prohibition of Slavery in .Minnesota, Oregon, and 
Washington, " inoperative and void," and thus 
open to Slavery all these vast regions, now the 
rude cradles of mighty States. Here you see the 
magnitude of the mischief contemplated. Hut 
my purpose now is with the Crime against Kan- 
sas, and I shall not stop to expose the conspiracy 
beyond. 

Mr. President, men are wisely presumed to in- 
tend the natural consequences of their conduct, 
and to seek what their acts seem to promote. 
Now, the Nebraska Bill, on its very face, openly 
cleared the way for Slavery, and it is not wrong 
to presume that its originators intended the nat- 
ural consequences of such an act, and sought iu 
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this wfi/j to extend Sla-vjc-ry. Of course, they did. 
And this is the first stage in the Crime against 
Kansas. 

But this was speedily followed by other de- 
velopments. The bare-faced scheme was soon 
whispered, that Kansas must be a slave State. 
In conformity with this idea was the Government 
of this unhappy Territory organized in all its de- 
partments; and thus did the President, by whoso 
complicity the Prohibition of Slavery had been 
overthrown, lend himself to a new complicity — 
fiving to the conspirators a lease of conni- 
vance, amountiHg even to copartnership. The 
Governor, Secretary, Chief Justice, Associate 
Justices, Attorney, and Marshal, with a whole 
cauc us of otlier stipendiaries, nominated by the 
{'resident and confirmed by the Senate, were 
all commended as friendiy to Slaverj'. No man, 
with the sentiments of, Washington, or Jeffer- 
son, or Franklin, found any favor; nor is jt too 
much io say, that, had these great patriots 
oace more come among us, not one of them, with 
his recorded unretracted opinions on Slavery, 
could have been nominated by the President or 
confirmed by the Senate for any post in that 
Territory. With such auspices the conspiracy 
|iroceeded. Even in advance of the Nebraska 
15111, secret societies were organized in Missouri, 
ostensibly to protect her institutions, and after- 
wards, under the name of *' Self- Defensive Asso- 
ciations," and of ''Blue Lodges," the.se were mul- 
tiplied throughout the western counties of that 
State, before any counler-inove.mcnt from ihe\ 
jVorth. It was confidently anticipated, that, by 
the activity of these societies, und the interest of 
slaveholders everywhere, with the advantage de- 
rived from the neighborhood of Missouri, and the 
influence of the Territorial Government, Slavery 
might be introduced into Kansas, quietly but 
surely, without arousing a conflict—that the 
'■rocodile egg might be stealthily dropped in the 
Fini-burnt soil, there to be hatched unobserved 
iuitil it sent forth its reptile monster. 

Hut the conspiracy was unexpectedly balked. 
The debate, which convulsed Congress, had 
sairred the whole country. Attention from all 
.'ides was directed upon Kansas, which at once 
lieoime the favorite goal of emigration. The 
r>il! had loudly declared, that its object was 
to leave the people i)crrectly free to form 
:tad regulate their domestic institutions in their 
own way ; " and its supporters everywhere chal- 
lenged ihc determination of the question between 
Freedom ar.d Slavery by a competition of emi- 
i-Tation. Thus, while opening the Territory to 
Slavery, the bill also opened it to emigrants from 
every quarter, who might by their votes redress 
the wrong. The populous North, stung by a 
sharp sense of outrage, and inspired by a noble j 
cause, poured into the debatable land, and prom- i 
iscd soon to establish a sujjremacy of numbers j 
there, involving, of course, a just supremacy of j 
Freedom. 

Then w:is conceived the consummation of the 
Crime against Kansas. What could not be ac- 
••omplishcd peaceably, was to be accomplished 
lorcibly. The reptile monster, th.u could not be 
(iuietly and securely hatched there, was to be 



pushed full-grown into the Territory. All efTorta 
were now given to the dismal work of forcing 
Slavery on Free Soil. In flagrant derogation of 
the very Popular Sovereignty, whose name help- 
ed to impose this Bill upon the country, the 
atrocious object was now distinctly avowed. 
And the avowal has been followed by the act. 
Slavery has been forcibly introduced into Kansas, 
and placed under the formal safeguards of pre- 
tended law. How this was done, belongs to 
the argument. 

In depicting this consummation, the simplest 
outline, without one word of color, will be best. 
Whether vcgarded in its mass or its details, in its 
origin or its result, it is all blackness, illumined 
by nothing from itself, but only by the heroiism 
of the un<launted men and women, whom it envi- 
roned. A plain statement of facts will be a pic- 
ture of fearful truth, which faithful history will 
preserve in its darkest gallery. In the foreground 
all will recognise a familiar character, in himself 
a connecting link between the President and the 
border ruffian — less conspicuous for ability than 
for the exalted place he has occupied — who once 
sat in the seat where you now sit, sir; where 
once sat John Adams and Thomas Jefferson ; also, 
where once sal Aaron Burr. I need not add the 
name of David 11. Atchison. You have not forgot- 
ten that, at the session of Congress immediately 
succeeding the Nebraska Bill, he came tardily 
to his duty here, and then, afler a short time, 
disappeared. The secret has been long since dis- 
closed. Like Catiline, he stalked into this Cham- 
ber, reeking with conspiracy — immo in Senaium 
vp.itit — and then like Catliiue he skulked av/ay — 
abiil, kxce^sit, eva^il, crupii — to join and provoke 
the conspirators, wlio at a distance awaited their 
congenial chief. Under the influence of his malign 
presence the Crime ripened to its fatal fruits, 
while the similitude with Catiline was again re- 
newed in the sympathy, not even concealed, 
which he found in the very Senate it.self, where, 
beyond even the Roman example, a Senator has 
not hesitated to appear as his open compurga- 
tor. 

And now, as I proceed to show the way in 
which this Territory was overrun and finally 
subjugated to Slavery, I desire to remove in ad- 
vance all (jucstion with regard to the authority on 
which I rely. The eridence is secondary; but it 
is the best which, in the nature of the case, can 
be had, and it is not less clear, direct, and peremp- 
tory, than uny by which we are assured of the 
campaigns in the Crimea or the fall of Sevastopol. 
In its manifold mass, I confidently assert, that 
it is such a body of evidence as the human mind 
is not able to resist, it is found in the concurring 
reports of the public press ; in the letters of cor- 
respondents ; in the testimony of travellers ; and 
in the unaffected story to which 1 have listened 
from leading citizens, who, during this winter, have 
''come flockinf^ " here from that distiint Territory. 
It breaks forth in the irrepressible outcry, reaching i 
us from Kansas, in truthful tones, which leave no ' 
ground of mistake. It addresses us in formal com- ' 
plaints, instinct with the indignation of a people : 
determined to be free, and unimpeachable ag the \ 
declarations of a murdered man on his dying bed \ 
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a;^ainst his murderer. And let me add, that all 
this testimony finds .in echo in the very statute- 
book of the conspirators, and also in languaj?e 
dropped from the President of the United Statos. 

1 begin with an admission from the President 
himself, in whose siglit the people of Kansas 
have little favor. And yet, after arraigning the 
innocent emigrants from the North, he was con- 
strained to declare that their conduct was " far 
from justifying the iU<u/al and rcprehmaihlo, coun- 
ter-movement which ensued." Then, by the re- 
luctant admission of the Chief Magit^trate, there 
was a counter-movement, at once iUcgal and rep- 
rphe.mible. I thank thee, President, for teaching 
me these words ; and I now put them in the front 
of this exposition, as in themselves a confession. 
Sir, this " illegal and reprehensible counter- 
movement" is none other than the dreadful 
Crime — under an apologetic aliai^ — by which, 
through successive invasions, Slavery has been 
forcibly planted in this Territory. 

Next to this Presidential aclmissiou must be 
placed the details of the invasions, which T now 
present as not only " illegf.l and reprehensible," 
but also unquestionable evidence of the result- 
ing Crime. 

The violence, for some time threatened, broke 
forth on the 20th November, I8:)4, at the first 
election of a Delegate to Congress, when com- 
panies from Missouri, amounting to upwards of 
one thousand, crossed into Kansas, and, with 
force and arms, proceeded to vote for Mr. Whit- 
field, the candidate of Slavery. An eye-witness, 
General Pomeroy, of superior intelligence and 
perfect integrity, thus describes tliis scene : 

"Tho first hjilloi-kox lliiil win o])(Mi(',(J upon our viri^in 
soil was closod to ns hy ovcrpowt'riii,£j numbers ami im 
peutliiii< ror<!n. !St) t.old nwX ieokl<is< were >ur invaders, 
that lliey carc.J iioi to co.ireai their aiuu^ic. Tli'^y cfiiii*' 
iipoii us not ill ihi'. of votiirs. to sien! awttv our (t-.wx 
oiiisc, but boldly and opeuly, to sna'ch it with a strousj 
hand. Tliey c-iini^ thrciMly iVom llitMr own and in 

coiupa'jt auil orgit/ii/i.'d l)aiiils. with arms in lui'sd lAiid 
(irovisioiis for I'.vpoiiitioii, miirciicd to our polls, and. 
wneit llu'ir work was doiit», returned whouce they cainc.'" 

Here was an outrage at which the coolest 
blood of patriotism boils. Thougli, for various 
rtMisons unnecessary to develop, the i>usy settlers 
.allowed the election to pass uncontested, still 
the means employed were none the less " illegal 
and re])rchensible. ' 

This infliction was a significant prelude to the 
grand invasion of the :50th March, is:)5, at the 
election of the first Territorial Legislature tin- 
dor the organic law, when an armed multitude j 
from Missouri entered the Territory, in larger i 
numbers than (rcneral Taylor commanded at | 
l^uena Vista, or than (xcueral .lack.^on had with- j 
in his lines at New Orleans — larger far than our I 
fathers rallied on Bunker Hiil. On they came as ' 
an army with baiuiers," organized in compa- ; 
tiies, with officers, munitions, tents, and provis- i 
ions, as thotigh marching upon a foreign foe. j 
and breathing loud-tuouthed threats that thev 
would carry their purpose, if need be, by the j 
bowie-knife and revolver. Among them, accord- 
ing to his own confession, was David U. Atchi- 
son, belted with the vulgar arms of his vulgar 
comrades. Arrived at their several destinations 
on the night before the election, the invaders 



pitched their teats, plained their sentries, and 
waited for the coming day. The same trust- 
worthy ej'e-witness, whom I have already quo- 
ted, says, of one locality : 

•• Big^a;j[n-wa;;ons were there with arrns a"d ammujii- 
tion enoiii^h tor a protraete(J fi {lit. and ainona 'hern two 
br iss fttild-piece.s. ready cliar^red They eaiue with drums 
beatiiii^ and flags Uyin>,' and their lewd -rs wpre of tlie 
most proiuiu Mit and eoiispiciious m;uofi!icir Slate." 

Of another locality he say.s : 

" The invaders otime loirether iu one armed and orpfan- 
i/ed l)ody. with trains of (i'"ty waf^ous, b. -sides horsemen, 
md, the uifjhi before eh-ctiou. pitched their camp in lii© 
vieiuity of ihe polls; and. havin-.^ appointed their own 
jui^ics in plaee o' tho^e who, tVom inuinidalion or other- 
wise, failed to aiteud, they voted witliout any proof «j1 
residi^nce.'* 

With this force they were able, on the lUic- 
cecding day, in some places, to intimidate the 
judges of elections ; in others, to substitute 
judges of their own tippointment ; in others, to 
wrest the ballot-bo.xes from their rightful posses- 
sors, and everywhere to exercise a complete 
control of the election, and thus, by a preter- 
natural audacity of usurpation, impose a Legis- 
lature upon the free people of Kansas. Thus was 
conquered the Sevastopol of that Territory ! 

Ikit it was not enough to secure the Legisla- 
ture. The election of a member of Congress re- 
curred on the 2d October, 1855, and tlie same 
foreiguers, who had learned their strength, again 
manifested it. Another invasion, in controlling 
numbers, came from Missouri, and once more 
forcibly exercised the electoral franchise iu Kan- 
sas. 

At last, in the latter days of November, 1855, 
a storm, long brewing, burst upon the heads of 
the devoted people. The ballot-boxes had been 
violated, and a Legislature installed, which had 
proceeded to carry out the conspiracy of the in- 
vaders ; but the good people of the Territory, 
born to Freedom, and educated as Annerican citi- 
zens, showed no signs of submi.ssion. Slaverj', 
though recognised by pretended law, was in 
many places practically an outlaw. To the huv- 
less borderers, this was hard to bear; antl. like the 
Heathen of old, they raged, particularly against 
the town of Lawrence, already known, by the 
firmness of its princi])les and the character of 
its citizens, as the citadel of the good cause. On 
this account they threatened, in their peculiar 
language, to *' wipe it out." Soon the hostile 
power was gathered for this purpo.-«e. The wick- 
edness of this inv.ision was enhanced by the war 
in which it began. A citizen of Kansas, by tlie 
name of Dow, was mttrdered by one of the i)ar- 
tisans of Slavery, under the name of 'Maw and 
ordtir." Such an outrage nattirally aroti.sed in- 
dignation and provoked threats. The professors 
of " law and order'' allowed the murderer to 
escape; and, still farther to illustrate the irony 
of the name they assumed, seized the friend of the 
murdered man, \vho>e few neighbors soon rallied 
for his rescue. Tiiis transaction, though totally 
disregarded in its chief front of wicked ues.?, be- 
catne the excijjofor unprecedotitctl excitement. 
The weak (lovernor, witli no faculty liighcr than 
servility to Slavery — whom the President, in his 
ofliciftl delinquency, had appointed to a trust 
worthy only of a well-balauced character — was 



11 



frli,'htened from hU proiiriety. By proclamation 
he invoked the Territory. By telegraph he in- 
voked the President. The Territory would not 
respond to his senseless appeal. The President 
was dnmb ; but the proclamation was circulated 
throuj^hout the Ijorder counties of Missouri; and 
JMatte, Clay, (;;H-]isle. Sabine, Howard, and Jef- 
ferson, each of them, contributed a volunteer 
company, recruited from the road sides, and 
armed with weapons which chance afforded — 
known as the '• shot-s^un uiilitia'' — with a Mis- 
h-oiiri officer as commissary general, dispensing 
raiions, and another M.'ssouri olHcer as general- 
i:i-chiof; wit!i two wagon loads of rifles, belong- 
ing to Missouri, drawn by six nuiles, from its 



adoption — only a few days after the Treaty c 
Peace between the (Joveruor on the one side aji< 
the town of I.awrence on the other — another an» 
fifth irruption was made. But I leave all thi 
untold. Enough of these details has been giveii 
Five several times and more have these invaded 
entered Kansas in armed array, and thus five sev^ 
eral times and more have they trampled upon thi 
organic law of the Territory. Bnt these extra* 
ordinary expeditions are simply the extraordinary 
witnesses to successive uninterrupted violence' 
They stand out conspicuous, l>ut not alone. The 
spirit of evil, in which they had their origin, wa^ 
wakeful and incessant. From the beginning, i' 
hung upon the skirts of this interesting Territory! 



arsenal at Jctferson City ; with seven pieces of i harrowing its peace, disturbing its prosperity^ 
cannon, belonging to the United rftates, from its j and keeping its inhabitants Vinder the painfuj 
arsenal at Liberty; and this formidable force, 1 alarms of war. Thus was all Security of persooj 
amounting to at least 1,800 men, terrible with j of property, and of labor, overthrown ; and wheii 
threats, with oaths, and with whisky, crossed the : I urge this incontrovertible fact, I set forth d 
borders. And encamped in larger'part at Waclie- 1 wrong which is small only by the side of the gian;, 
rusa, over against the doomed town of Lawrence, wrong, for the consummation of which all thii| 
which was now threatened with destruction. With was done. Sir, wimt is man — what is govern-j 

ment — without securitv ; in the absence of which i 
nor man nor government can proceed in develop- 
ment or enjoy the fruits of existence? Without' 
security, civilization is cramped and dwarfed.* 
Without security, there can be no true Frecdora. 
Xor shall I say too much, when I declare that 
security, guarded of course by its oifspring, Free- 
dom, is the true end and aim of government. Of 
this indispensable boon the people of Kansu* 
have tlius far been despoiled — absolutely, totally. 
All this is aggravated by the nature of tlieir pur- 
suits, rendering them peculiarly sensitive to in-| 
terruptiou, and at the same time attesting tlieir^ 
innocence. They are for the most {>art engaged, 
in the cultivation of the soil, which from time 
immemorial has been the sweet employment of' 
undisturbed industry. Contented in the returr^s' 
of bounteous nature and t!ie shade of his owu' 
trees, the husbandman is not aggressive; accus- 
tomed to produce, and not to destroy, he is essen- 
tially peaceful, unless his homf is invaded, when 
his arm derives vigor from the soil he treads, and.' 
his soul inspiration from the heavens beneath' 
whose cano[)y he daily toils. And Buch are the; 
people of Kansas, whose Security has been over- 
thrown. Scenes from which civilization averts - 
her coimtenance have been a jmrt of thair daily '| 
life. The border incursitjus, which, in barbarous 
ages or barbarous lands, have lreite<i and '*httr~ 
ried '' an exposed people, have been here renewed, ' 
with tliis peculiarity, that our border robberg ' 
do not simply levy 'olack mail and drive off & few ^ 
cattle, like those who acted under the inspiration ' 

that thev do not ' 
seize a few persons, and sweep them away into 
captivity, like the African slave-traders whom ' 
we brand as |»irates ; but that they commit a ■ 
succession of acts, in which all border soitows .. 
and all African wrongs are revived together on 
American soil, and which for tlie lime being 
annuls all proi^ection of ail kinds, and enslaves 
the whole Territory. 

Private griefs mingle their poignancy with t 
public wrongs. I do not dwell oa the anxieties 



these invaders was the ( lovernor, who by this act 
levied war upon the peoi)le he was sent to pro- 
tect. In cam!) with him was the original Cati- 
lino of the conspiracy, while by his side was the 
do>rdc Chief Justice and the docile Judges. But 
this is not the iirst instance in which an unjust 
(ri)veruoi- has found tools where he ought to have 
found justice. In the great impeachment of 
Warreu IListings, the British orator, by whom it 
w.is conducted, exclaims, in words strictly ap- 
plicable to the misdeed I now arraign, "ilad he 
not tlie Chief Justice, the tam9d and domestica- 
ted Chief Justii;e. who waited on him like a fa- 
miliar spirit ? " Tims was this invasion counte- 
nanced by those who should have stood in the 
breach against it. For more than a week it con- 
tinued, while deadly conllict seemed imminent. 
1 do not dwell oii the heVoism by which it was 
encountered, ortiie innan retreat to which it was 
t o'.iip.dled ; for that is not necessary to exhibit 
ihe Criinvi which you are to judge. But I cannot 
i'>»i-l)e.ir to a Id othiu' additional features, furnish- 

c, i in tilt! letter of a clergyman, written at the 
'iui'.'. who saw and was a part of what he de- 
.■^cribes : 

'"Our r'i!i/(»ii!« luive hp mi -iho' nt, and in ttco in^!anr-s 
''?7i'r / rcr/. f)ur tiousf ,* iiiv-:*!!-!! Ii iy rick.* immi. corn Hrid 
f'l'i T pro .-Kio'!". p'u nIiTiv:!. caiilr drtvi-.i oli', jill coiii'iiii 
riKMtio;! fu; u'l" :i •ivv'Mi ii< iiirl 111" >^ iilr-J, w;i xon* on liii-" 
way In ii< vv;tfi provi-;i >u-i siapi>i'il and pliui'itTcd. iiiid lh« 

d. iV'^rs iiik'.Mi pri'^o ifr<. mid w.^ in iioiirly t^x|'fi't»iion of 
i' l sutiU'k .\' n^l ,/ rf rif t/irt i fi. i<: fi- fn in ar.tis in I'le vil- 
'iixf. »<'(Kiilic.i'i'i i-s !i IV.- thr.iwii ii)). !iy iiic»»>i-!;iiil 
.^tlior \\\\':\\ riiid dtv 'I'iti' s > I'ld ct't'ii; (!r:i"n and th>' 
'I'HiM'i oi' \Ti(\ d iTi,-,- r '>j.mihi"d iliritii -h our -trf'Tk-. fam- 

I'i- ^Jlri;^ iruh tkrir iin^itfinU -oo.h /..,r sif ti/. Ihiy br- ; of the DoUglaS of OtilCr dayS 
(or- y'>«t,Td iv. -orr f>i (•■•inno'i \v;f< li-urd at our i 

hiiu^r'. (rotii ih*' dirf-ciin-i fit' I <'»tM)!ri;iion. Thur-'dH;' 
o !•' <'! oir" n«'uhh<»rv — .)n(; of liic in i..;! \w ifH'.ible and i.-x- 
; 'il'-'it of'-ii'- I. iVo'ii Ohio — Oil !)!>; way Monit*. \v!i>i s.'>t upon I 
i>v a ..'a ii' of iwt .y,'. rn M on lior.v.-lctrk. and >ho\ d )W!i. ' 
Oi'cr eiirlil t\ii'idrf(i iritMi Hr'i •j-adi-r-'d ntidfTariris at fiHvv- , 
r - ict' \s; yet, no lOi o'' vio''>'ic'f' liiis hpc'i perpftralf^d 
i'v I'l Kit our -:idi;. X.) hbfid of r-litLinlion atii'V, out '' 
h Tt h. ir f i-i i a-e rc.i hi tc (I't punlij in the (Uf'cnre I 
of vw hnni s nnj i'v s '' 

B It the. catalogue is not yet complete. On the 
lI>Lh of I)ecinub?r, when the people assembled 

to vote on the Constitution then submitted for! which families have undergone, exposed to sud- 
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len assault, and obliged to lie down to rest 
Tith the alarms of w ar ringing in their ears, not 
cnowing that another day might be spared to 
.hem. Throughout this bitter winter, with the 
ihermometer at 30 degrees helow zero, the cit- 
zens of Lawrence have been constrained to sleep 
inder arms, with sentinels treading their constant 
^vatch against surprise. But our souls are wrung 
)y individual instances. In vain do we condemn 
:he cruelties of another age — the refinements of 
torture to which men have been doomed — the 
:ack and thumb-screw of the Inquisition, the last 
igonies of the regicide Ravaillac — "Luke's iron 
:rown, and Damien's bed of steel" — for kindred 
jutragcs have disgraced these borders. Murder 
bas stalked — assassiiuition has skulked in the tall 
grass of the prairie, and the viudictiveness of 
man has assumed unwonted forms. A preacher 
of the Gospel of the Saviour has been ridden on 
a rail, and then thrown into the Missouri, fasten- 
ed to a log, and left to drift down its muddy, 
tortuous current. And lately we have had the 
tidings of that enormity without precedent — a 
deed without a name — where a candidate for the 
Legislature was most brutally gashed with 
knives and hatchets, and then, after weltering 
in blood on the snow-clad earth, was trundled 
along with gaping wounds, to fall dead in the 
face of his wife. It is common to drop a tear of 
sympathy over the trembling solicitudes of our 
early fathers, exposed to the stealthy assault of 
the savage foe ; and an eminent American artist 
has pictured this scene in a marble group of rare 
beauty, on the front of the National Capitol, 
where the uplifted tomakawk is arrested by the 
strong arm and generous countenance of th« 
pioneer, while his wife and children find shelter 
at his feet; but now the tear must be dropped 
over the trembling solicitudes of fellow-citizens, 
seeking to build a new State in Kansas, and ex- 
posed to the perpetual assiuilt of murderous rob- 
i>ers from ^lissouri. Hirelings, picked from the 
drunken spew and vomit of an uneasy civili/,;i- 
tion — in the form of men — 

Aye, ill tlu; ca'iilo rii« y v;o ("or men : 
As Uouu Is !nul t:r;iy tiomtl?. irioii jr 'U. ,<i>anic'l^. rnr.<, 
!!?lionu;lis. vvfiU'r rii;s, and ilc iii-woKi-s. ure failed 
All by lin? naiiio ofdogs : 

loashed together by secret signs and lodges, have 
renewed the incredible atrocities of the Assas- 
sins and of the Thugs ; showing tlie blind sub- 
mission of the Assassins to the Old Man of the 
Mountain, in robbing Christiiins on the road to 
Jerusalem, ami showing the heartlessness of tiio 
Thugs. Avho, avowing that murder was their re- 
ligion, waylaid travellers on the great road from 
Agra to Delhi ; with the more deadly bowie-knife 
ft)r the dagger of the Assassin, and the more 
deadly revolver for the noose of the Thug. 

In these invasions, attended by the eritire sub- 
YfTsion of iiil Security in this Territory, with the 
i)lunder of the ballot-box, and the pollution of 
the electoral franchise, 1 show simply the process 
in unprecedented (■rime. If that be the best Gov- 
ernment, where an injury to a single citizen is 
resented as an injury to the whole State, then 
must our<iovernment forfeit all claim to any such 
eminence, while it leaves its citizens thus exposed. 



Tn the outrage upon the ballot-box, even without 
the illicit fruits which I shall scon exhibit, there 
is a peculiar crime of the deepest dye, though 
subordinate to the finnl Crime, which should 
be promptly avenged. In countries where roy- 
alty is upheld, it is a special offence to rob the 
crown jewels, which aie the emblems of that 
sovereignty before which the loyal subject 
bows, and it is treason to be found in adultery 
with the Queen, for in this way may a f^ilse heir 
be imposed upon the State ; but in our Republic 
the ballot-box is the single jiriccless jewel of 
that sovereignty which we resjiect, and the elec- 
toral franchise, out of which are born the rulers 
of a free people, is the Queen whom we arc to 
guard against pollution. In this jdain present- 
ment, whether as regards Security, or as regards 
Elections, there is enough, surely, without pro- 
ceeding further, to justify the intervention of 
Congress, most promjjtly and conjj>lctely, to 
throw over this oppressed people the impenetra- 
ble shield of the (.Constitution and l:fws. But 
the half is not yet told. 

As every point in a wide-spread horizon radi- 
ates from a common centre, so everything said 
or done in this vast circle of Crime radiates from 
the. One Idea, that Kansas, at all hazards, must 
be made a slave State. In all the manifold wick- 
ednesses that have occurred, and in every suc- 
cessive invasion, this Oni> fdm has been ever 
present, as the Satanic tempter — the motive 
power—the cauxinij caufsp. 

To accomplish this result, three things were 
attempted : fiTHt, by outrages of all kinds to drive 
the friends of Freedom already there out of the 
Territory; secondly^ to deter others from coming; 
and, Ikmi/i/, to obtain the complete control of the 
Government. The process of driving out, and 
also of deterring, has failed. On the contrary, 
the friends of Freedom there became more fixed 
in their resolves to stay and fight the battle, 
which they had never sought, ])ui from which 
they disdained to retreat ; while the friends of 
Freedom elsewhere were more aroused to the 
duty of timely succors, by men and munitions of 
just self-defence. 

But, while defeated in the first two ])roce33es 
proposed, the conspirators succeeded in the last. 
I>y tlie violence already portrayed at the election 
of the oOth .March, when the polls were occupietl 
by the armed hordes from Missouri, they imposed 
a Legislat\ire upon the Territory, and thus, un- 
der tlie iron mask of law, established a Usurpa- 
tion not less complete than any in hi.^tory. That 
this was done, 1 proceed to prove. Here is the 
i evidence : 

I 1. Only in this way can thi-s extraordinary 
! expedition be adequately explained, la the words 
c»f .Moliere, once employed by John Quim-y Adams 
in the other House. (,>//'■ diahli' all(n''nt-il.'< fair'' 
iJiiHS cctte i/'.ilrro ? What did they go into the 
Territory for? If their purposes were peaceful, 
as has been suggested, why cannons, arms, flags, 
numbers, .and all this violence? As simple citi- 
zens, proceeditiLi to the honest exercise of the 
electoral franchise, they might have gone with 
nothing more than a pilgrim's staff. Philosophy 
always seeks a sufficient cause, and onlv in th« 
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One rJea, already presented, can a cause be found 
ia any degree commensurate with this Crime ; 
and this becomes so only when we consider the 
mad fanaticism of Slavery. 

2. Public notoriety steps forward to confirm 
the suggestion of reason. In every place where 
Truth can freely travel, it has been asserted and 
understood, that the Legislature was imposed 
upon Kansas by foreigners from Missouri ; and 
this universal voice is now received as undeni- 
able verity. 

3. It is also attested by the harangues of the 
conspirators. Here is what Stringfellow said be- 
fore the invasion : 

•'To iho-si; vvilo have quaiins of conscience as to viola 
lifi;^ laws S;;nc or National ilift Mrne lias comii when such 
imposition? rn'i-t. lie (H«reirarfle»l, as your rip'its nnd prop 
eriy are in (lunser: and I advice you. one and all. to enter 
every eUc'io'i di.slrir.t in Kansas, in d'fianc of Under and 
his vilt tniirni'dn'if. and vot^ at the point of the boxcii'-hni/f. 
and revolver. X^-itin'r i^ive nor take quarter ms our case 
demands it. li is enoiuti that tiie "siaveholdiiiff interest 
wills it, from winch there is no apptsa,]. Whi.l rig'u has 
(i )vernor Riieder to rule .Mis-iourian^ iti Kansas? His 
proclatnatiou and ore^^cribed oath mnsthf r«»pndiated. It 
is your interest to do so. Mijid that Slavery is estahlished 
where it is not pioiiiliiteU."' 

Here is what Atchison said after the invasion: 

"Well what next? Why an election for members of 
the Lenisliiiure to orgaiii/e the 'I'erniory must he held. 
What did I advise yoii to do tisen? Why. meet them on 
theirown ijronnd, awd i)eat them at theirown srame aq^ain; 
and cold and inclement as th i weather was. 1 weiU over 
with a comiiiiny of men. My object in goin^ was not to 
vote I had no ri^jht to vole, niiless I had disfranchised 
niyselfin Missonn. I was not within two miles ef a vo- 
ting place. .My object in fioinur vva"? not to vote, but 
t.o settle a tii ticul'y between two of our candidate^;; 
and the At>o!i;ioiii-ii* of the North s;iid. and jntbUsfnd 
it abro id. that Atchiso'i t07s thne wdh koniie-knife. and re- 
volrer, anil by God "ticas true. I never did no into that Ter- 
riiory—I ntve.r inten'l t) ^'o into that Territory — without 
b-'ini; preparfiil for aU surii kind of ralt'e. Well, we beat 
thenri. and (Jov^rnor Ri^eder !j:ave certificate* to a majori- 
ty of all the rn'Ma')ers of both Houses, and then. al't^T they 
were orsjani/. ;d, as everybody will admit, they were the 
only com;)eteiu ji'-r^on* to say who were, and v\-ho were 
not. tnembcrs of i.'ie same." 

4. It is confirmed by the contemporaneous ad- 
mission of the Squatter Sovereign, a paper pub- 
lished at Atchi.=!on, and at once the organ of the 
President and of these Borderers, which, under 
date of 1st April, thus recounts the victory: 

I.VDPI'EXDKVCK, fMlSSOl-KI.] Mirch fl. I'f.')-'). 

"Severn! hundred emi^'ranls t'rom Kausii* tmve just ku- 
ler'^d our city. Th >y were preceded by the Wesiport and 
liidependHiiuM' brass bands. Th-^y came in al llie west 
sid^ of th.' public *(juare. and proi'Cfded entirely around 
it. thebuids cheiTinir us with finf mii«ic, and the emi- 
frranls with sjfood news. Immediateiy followimr the bands 
were al)oul two iiundred horsemen in res^uiar order; fol 
Inwi.'i^r these wer<' ojie liundred a ui fil'iy wai^on?. car- 
ria'^e.^, Tncy irave repeats 1 cheers tor Kansas and 
M!ss;>uri. 'i'h-y report tint not an Anii-SUvery man will 
Oe m the Ligisiaturc of Kaunas. iVe have made a clean 

5. It is also confirmed by the contemporaneous 
testimony of another paper, always faithful to 
Slavery, the New York Herald, in the letter of a 
correspondent from Brunswick, in Missouri, under 
date of 20Lh April, 1855 : 

From live to seven thousand inen sitarted from iMis- 
sonri to atte.i 1 the e!ection, -some to remove but t*u; most 
to return to ih -ir tamiites, with an intention, if th'-y liked 
the Terrsiory. to make it their permineni abode' ut the 
earliesunom-nt practicable. Bat they intended to vote. 
I .le .Nlissouna IS were, maay of them. D.jugrlas men. There 
were one hundred and filly voters from this county, one 
hundred and seventy-five from Howard, one hundrr.d 
Ifom Cooper. Indeed, every county furnished its quota ; 



and when they set out, it looked like an nrniy • ♦ ; 
"They were armed." • * * » " And, b-s there wer« 
no hou.ses in the Territory, tht-y carried leiiit. "^J'heir mift 
eiow wa.s a peaceable one — to vote, and to drive dow^ 
stakes for their future homes. After the eli ction. sonij 
one thousand five hundred of the voter* sunf h commiU«\ 
to Mr. Reeder. to ascertain if jt was his purjptopc to ratif;^ 
the election, ile answered thai it wa.4, and said the uiM^ 
jority at an election must carry the day But it is not t* 
be denied that the one 5hou.«and five hundred, apprehenft 
imr that the (>'ovcrnor niicht attempt to play tin- lyrant-| 
since his conduct had already t cen insidious and unjusl-i 
wore on their hats bunches of hemp. The\ were resolved 
if a tyrant attempted to trample upon the rights of llij 
sovereign people, to i ang him." ■ 

is again confirmed by the testimony of ^ 
tio for five years hfi.^ lived in Wester^ 
y and thus writes in a letter published if 
' Jfiiwi Register : » 




" Yon 
Missouri 
oneinaiet 
dtttrmincd^ 
know that 
upon ihe p 
know, is the 




"MuMi. Sai.im'. Co 



Novtviher'^K ISM. 



you something ahiut the Ka'isa^ »>ii' 
'conrue )'ou know in what they havj 
lirt dtnyt^tiM ihe MissnwUim hati 
r^ tAe elecliii^i if poxfible; and I don{ 
easures wtHtld be juhtifiabie, excej-^ 
of seh"-prft«ervatiou ; and that, yo; 
w of nature." , 



7, And it is confirmed still further by the Cir 
cular of the Emigration Society of Lafayette, i^ 
Missouri, dated as lute as 25th March, 185G, it 
which the efforts of Missourians arc openly con' 
fe.?sed : 

"The Western counties of Mi'S'uri have for the lai 
two years been heavily taxed, both in mot'ey and 5ime, i 
fiirhlin? the battles of l/ie South. Lafayetfr. tounty alom hc 
expended more than SKMJ.OtJl) inonexj., and as much or tno*. 
in thne. Up to lhi.<i tiiw. the bordtr rouniies of Mi^wnri Aat' 
upheld and mainta<ne'l the ri<j;'>ts an-l interr:"* of the SouV, 
in this stru:mle, unassisted, and not unstiere.%rfuUy. Bui th 
A'lolitiomsls, slaking their all upon Uii; Khiishh issue. *n) 
ht .sit!iiins( at no nicans. fair or foul, are movint? heav^; 
and earth to render that beautiful Territory a Free Slatsi 

i 

8. Here, also, is complete admission of th* 
Usurpation, by the In tell if/ cji err, a leading pape' 
of St. Louis, Missouri, made in the ensuing sum. 
mer : 

"Atchison am^ Strimjtellow, with t^eir Mi-ijioun follow 
crs. overwhelmed the setth-rs in Kiui>ns. browl<«*Ht an; 
biillie l them, and took the <»over ini» nt trom their hand' 
Mis-ouri vo cs elt'cu-i! the preno nt body of men who iifsu; 
public in'elli jence and popular ri(,'hts by s ylinj;^ ttieii!»eirt 
♦ the Legislature o! Kansas ' Tl:i- bo 'y of men (ire lielpiji, 
theinselvt's lo 'at sperula ions by lo -u in;; the 'Bea! ofiioV 
ernmeni" and eeiiinc 'own lo's ibr their vo'es. They ar 
pas.sing law.s ('i-,rIl.n('hi^inJ; all th-^ < i i/eiis of Khu^hlm wh; 
do no' bo'if'vti .\egro ^^hiv* ry to S" a Chiis'ian ins'i'uiio' 
and a na ional !)|pssin7. They ar;* proposintr 'o punish •wit 
iinprisonmeni the iitierance of views inconsis'oni with the ^ 
own. And i.'iey are tiyiuir lo perpcmaie their prr-ptxteroi^ 
and in ernu! tyranny by apj>oir.;in»f for a t^tm of y«a>: 
cr a nr s of th. ir own as foinmission''r< in ev» ry rotau^} 
to lay and collect tnxeti. and see lhat the iawn ih*-y ar 
pas-sio:; tir ; luiUtiuily esecuied. Ha* tins utje anyUiia 
io cotiipare witli these acts in au !a';i!y ?" , 

0. In harmony with all these is the authorita. 
live declaration of Governor Reeder, in a speed 
addressed to his neighbors, at Easton, Peansyl 
vania, at the end of April, 1855, and imniediatel.,' 
afterwards published in the Washington Unioi^ 
Here it is : 

"It was indpfid too true liiat Kansas had been (iivtMle*, 
conqutred, ^ubjujated. by nn armed iorce from b'-yond bis 
bor lers, l"d on by a tana i> at sjiirit, tranip in? under foCi 
the principles of the Kansas hill and the right of HuflrBg«,, 

10. And in similar harmony is the complain 
of the people of Kansas, in a public meeting. 
Big Springs, on the 5th September, 1855, embod 
ied in these words : 
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" li/so!i-ffJ. Ti nt tlie bof'y of mon who for the. last tvro 
moniiis hav c b(M n pa't^iiit; laws for ilic people ot'our'Ier- 
fi'ory. irio\ r(i. comiscllfd. bikI dii-to'c^ 'o by de'Tin- 
fO'iu 's or Mi souri i:ri^ io us a lorciijii body, rf^proseiiiing 
only ilu* ln,w!cf:s iiiva'l rs who cli-ct'-'d thi m. aii(' not ili*- 
pf.o,)!*' of ti.e 'JVrri ory— !l at we r pinUa'e t'nir acioii as 
1 e moiisroiis coiisni'ina ion ofan ikm o('\ lol-ucc. nsnrpa- 
Tiori anil traii;!. miporallt-U'd in ilio 1 i-'fry ot lie (Ji.ion iviui 
wortliy only oi' mrii uniiiti-.d lor ihc (tuu -:* ami ro[;arii!uss 
ot UiC n.'tfpoii-il)ili ies ol' lli pub it anr.. ' 

11. And finally, by the ofllicial minriicf;, which 
have been laid ou our table by the Prtoident, the 
invtision. wliich ended in the Usurpation, is clear- 
ly establi.shcd ; but the eli'ect of tliis testimony 
has been so amply exposed by the Senator from 
Vermont, [Mr. (!ollam>:h,] in his able and indc- 
l'atif!;aV)lc arj^unient, that 1 content myself with 
simply referring to it. 

()n this cumulative, irresistible evidence, in 



many changes of language, against the heinous 
ofl'ence, des-<.'ribed in forty-eight different ways, 
of interfering with what does not exist in that 
Territory — and under the Con.stitntion cannot 
exist there — I mean property in human fiesh. 
Thus is Liberty sacrified to Slavery, and Death 
summoned to sit at the gates as guardian of tlio 
Wrong. 

But the work of Usurpation was not perfected 

even yet. It had already cost loo much to be 

left at liuy hazard. 

"'t'o bo \hiu r>-as nolbinir; 

Bill lo be, safely tliusl " 

Such waa the object. And this cotild not hf-, 
except by the «iritire prostration of all the safe- 
guards of Human Rights. The liberty of speech, 
which is the very breath of a Re})ni)lic; the press, 
which is the terror of wrong-door>> ; the bar, 



'•oncurrence with the antecedent history, I rest, i through which the oppresssed beards the arrogance 



And yet Senators here have argued that this cau- 
r.ot l)C s(; — precisely as the conspiracy of ('ati- 
iine wan doubted in the lionum Senate. Non- 



of law ; tiie jury, ))y which right is vindicated ; 
all these must be struck down, while officers are 
provided, in all }»laces, ready to be the tools of 



mUimnU in hoc online, (/in aiiJ. I'o, (luiv immincnf, j this tyranny; and then, to ol)trtin linal a??uranc« 



ion vi(li'</)it ; (Hit at, ipuc ridnd, dii<!<imuUnt ; </id 
fprm ColiUna' mnlUbuK srutmlii.^ (ilueruiif, conjura- 
ioncmquc iiiiscentcm nou- crcili'iuio corroliordocninL 



that th('ir crime was secure, the whole I'surpa- 
tion. sfretchiiig over the Territory, must be fast- 
tened and riveted by legislative bolts, spikes, 



\3 1 listened to the Senator from Illinois, while j and screws, no as to defy nil cjjort at change 



10 painfully strove to show that there was no 
'Jsurpation, I was reminded of the elfbrt by a 
listiuguished logician, in a much-admired ar- 
rument, to prove that Napoleon l>onapa;'te never 
•xisted. And permit me to say, that the fact of 
lis existence is not placed more com})letely above 
toubt than the fact of this Usurpation. This I 
issert on the proofs already presented. But con- 



throiujh the ordinary forrn.t of laic. To this work, 
ill its various parts, were bent the su.l)ilest ener- 
gies ; and never, from Tubal (^ain to this hour, 
WM5 any fabric forged with more desperate skill 
and completeness. 

M^rk, sir, thrce different legislative enactment!', 
which constitute part of this work. /Vr.v/, accord- 
ing to one act, all who deny, by spoken or written 



irmation comes almost while 1 si»eak. The col- ; word, "the right of j^ersons to hold slaves in this 
.<mns of the j)ublic press are now daily (illed with i Territory,'' are denounced as felons, to be })Un- 
csLimony, solemnly taken before the (/ommittee ished by imprisonment at hard labor, for a term 
)f ('ongress in Kansas, which shows, in awful not less than two years ; it may be for life. And 
ight, the violence ending in the Usurpation. Of | to show the extravagance of this inju.stice, it has 



his I may speak on some other occasion. Mean- 
vhile, r proceed with the development of the 
.'rime 

The usurping Legislature assembled at the ap- 
loiuted place in the interior, and then at once, 
n opposition to the veto of the (.irovernor, by a 
najority of two-thirds, removed to the Shawnee 
iis.:jion, a place in most Cv)nvenient proximity to 
he Missouri borderers, by whom it had been con- 
'titated, and whose tyrannical agent it was. The 
tfttutes of Missouri, in all their text, with their 
Uvisions and subdivisions, were adopted bodily, 
ind with such little local adaptation that the 
vord '* Slate in the original is not even changed 
o "Territory," but is letl t,o be corrected by an 
•vplanatory act. But, all this general legislation 
vivf? entirely subordinate to the special act., en- 
ir.led " An Act to })unish ollences against Slave 
'roperty," in which the One Idea, that provoked 



been well j}ut l>y the Senator from Vermont, [Mr, 
(/Obi-.v.MEu.J that should the Senator I'rom Michi- 
gan, [Mr. (.'ass.] who believes that Slavery can- 
not exist in :i Territory, \inless iutroducHMl by ex- 
pres;ii legislative acts, venture there with his mod- 
erate opinions, his doom must be that of a lelon ! 
To this extent are the great liberties of .cjiecch 
and of the press subverted. Secoiidly, by an- 
other act, entitled "An Act concerning Attorneys- 
at-Lavv," no person can practice as iin attorney, 
unii'ss he fhall ohioin a lieensr ivoni the Territorial 
courts, which, of course, a tyrannirul discretion 
will be free to deny; and after tibtaining such 
license, he is constrained to take an oath, not 
only supjiort " the Uonstitution of the United 
States, bMt also "to support and sustain" — mark 
here the redujdication — the Territoiial act, and 
the Fugitive Slave Bill, thus erecting a test for 
the function of the bar, calculated to exclude 



In.'* whole conspir.icy. is at last embodied in legis- } citi/.ens who honestly regard that latter legisla- 



ative form, and Human Slavery ojienly recognised 
in Free Soil, under the sanction of pretended law. 
''his act of thirteen sections is in itself a Dance 
/ Death. But its com[)lex completeness of wicked- 
icss, without a parallel, may be partially con- 
eived, when it is understood that in three sec- 
ions only .if it is the penalty of death denounced 
0 less than forty-eight dilferent times, by as 



tive enormity as unfit to be obeyed. And, thirdly, 
by another act, entitled -'An Act concerning Ju- 
rors, ' all persons conscientiously opposed to 
holding slaves." or not .'idnutting the right to 
hold slaves in the Territory," are excluded from 
the jur}' on every question, civil or criminal, 
arising out of asserted slave property ; while, in 
all cases, the summoning of the jury is left with- 
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out one word of restraint to "the marshal, sher- 
iff, or other officer," who r.re thus free to pack it 
according to their tyrannical discretion. 

For the ready enforcement of all statutes against 
Human Freedom, the President had already fur- 
nished a potverful quota of officers, in the Gov- 
ernor, Chief Justice, Judges, Secretary, Attorney, 
and Marshal. The Legislature completed this ; 
part of the work, hy constituting, in each county, | 
a Board of Commissioners^ composed of two per- j 
ions, associated with the Probate Judge, whose 
duty it is " to appoint a county treasurer, coro- 
ner, justice's of the peace, constables, and all 
other officers provided for by law," and thou pro- 
ceeded to the choice of this very Board; thus 
delegating and diffusing their usurped power, and 
tyrannically imposing upon the Territory a crowd 
of officers, in whose appointment the people have 
had no v uce, directly or inilirectly. 

And stil! the final inexorable work remained. 
A Legislature, renovated in both branches, could 
not assemble until 1858, so thaf, during this long 
intermediate period, this whole system must con- | 
tinue in the likeness of law, unless overturned by i 
the Federal Government, or, in default of such j 
interposition, by a generous uprising of an op- | 
pressed people. But it was necessary to guard 
against the possibility of change, even tardily, at 
a future election ; and this was done by two dif- 
ferent acts ; under ilia first of which, all who will 
not take the oath to support the Fugitive Slave 
Hill are excluded from the elective franchise; and 
under the second of which, all others are entitled 
to vote who shall tender a tax of one dollar to the 
Sheriff on the day of election; thus, by provision 
of Territorial law. disfranchi.-^ing all opposed to 
Slavery, and at the same time opening the door to { 
the votes of the invaders; by an uticoiistitutional ! 
shibboleth, excluding from the polls the mass of 
actual settlers, and by making the franchise de- 
l)end upon a petty tax only, admitting to the polls 
the muss of borderers frotn Missouri. Thus, by 
tyrannical forethought, the Usurpation not only 
fortified all that it did, but assumed a sclf-pcrjiet- 
naling energy. 

Thus w.is the Crime consummated. Slavery 
now stands erect, clanking its chains on the Ter- 
ritory of Kansas, stirrouuded by a code of death, 
and trampling upon all cherished liberties, 
whether of spoech, the press, the bar, the trial 
by jury, or tiie electoral franchise. And, sir, 
%\\ this hits been done, not nuM-ely to introduce j 
a wrong which in it.self is a denial of all rights, j 
a!id in drj^ad of which a m )iher has lately taken | 
iho lite of her offspring; iioL merely, as has been j 
B'na-?ti!ne3 said, toprotectSlavery in .Missouri, since j 
ills futile for this State t.o complain of Freedom on | 
the side of Kansas, when Freedom exists without i 
f ()aiplaiaf. on the sitle of Iowa and also on the side | 
of Illinois; but it has been done for the sake of j 
political power, ia order to bring two new slave- j 
holding Senators upon this Hoor, and thus to for- 
tify in th'^ .N'fitional G )vernment the desperate 
chances of a waning Oligarchy. As the ship, 
voyaging on pleasant summer seas, is assailed | 
by a pirate crew, and robbed tor the sake of its j 
doubloons and dollars — so is this beautiful Ter- j 
ritory now assailed in its peace and prosperity, 1 



and robbed, in order to wrest its political powers 
to the side of Slavery. Even now the black flag.- 
of the land pirates from Missouri waves at the*: 
mast head ; in their laws you hear the pirate? 
yell, and see the flash of the pirate knife ; while,^ 
incredible to relate! the President, gathering ihe^ 
Slave Power at his back, testifies a pirate syni-| 
pathy. I 
Sir, all this was done in the name of PopuIar| 
Sovereignty. And this is the close of the trage-j 
dy. Popular Sovereignty, which, when trulT| 
understood, is a founUin of just power, has endedi 
in Popular Slavery ; not merely in the subjcctiool 
of the unhappy African race, hut of this proudl 
Caucasian blood, which you boast. The profe»-| 
sion with which you began, of All hy the. Peophl 
i has been lost in the wretched reality of Nothinf^ 
for tbf. People. Popular Sovereignty, in whoFQ( 
deceitful name plighted faith was broken, andi 
an ancient Landmark of Freedom was overturnedJ 
now lifts itself before us, like Sin, in the terrible 
picture of Milton, 

'• That ftee tiiMl a wo-Tin ! to tbc waist, and fa r, t 
H'll I'li'ii! I foul ii> Minuy a fvaly fold j 
Vuliiiuiiioii-i a id vuit. a MjrperU armed j 
"\V;tli initriti! stiimr; iiWout Ix-r luidd'c routed 
A cry of hi'll-lioicul* in-vp.r ft'a«iiii^ l)uiked 
Wuli wide Ci'.r) cr«-a \ tnoiuh^ fuH ioud. ami ninp ' i 
A liidi'ous peal; yei. wlic i ilicy list, would ( rccp, , 
It' a i^'lit distiir' p.{ ihoir i)<'i«»' in'o l»f r wnml). 
And kcaru'l 'hort-. yel iherw Btili harked and howled 
Within, un>-ep!j." 

The image is complete at ell points; and, witK 

this exposure, I take my leave of the Crime 

against Kansas. I 

r 

II. Emerging from all the blackness of thiH 
Crime, in which we seem to have been loatj 
as in a savage vood, and turning our hacks upoffi 
it, as upon desolation and death, from which^ 
while others have sulfered, we have escaped, 
I come now to Thk Apoi-ixjiks which the Crime 
has found. Sir, well may you start at the 
suggestion that such a series of wrongs, so 
clearly proved by various testimony, so openly 
confessed by the wrong-doers, and so widely; 
recognised throughout the country, should find 
Apologies. But the partisan spirit, now, as iir 
other days, hesitate.^ at nothing. The great 
Crimes of history have never been without^' 
Apologies. The massacre of St. HarthoIoraeWv 
wiiich you now instinctively condemn, was, at? 
the time, applauded in higli ({iiarters, and even) 
commemorated by a l*apal medal, which may^ 
still be procured at Rome ; as the Crime against 
Kansas, which is hardly less conspicuous io 
dreadful eminence, has been .shielded on this' 
floor by extenuating words, and even by a Presi-; 
dential message, which, like the Pai)al raedal, 
can never be forgotten in considering the raad* 
ness and perversity of men. ^ 
Sir, the Crime cannot be denied. The Prefli-- 
dent himself has a<imitted illegal and repro-: 
hensible" conduct. To such conclusion he wa«^ 
compelled by irresistible evidence; but what 
mildly describes ! openly arraign. Senatora may 
affect to put it aside by a sneer; or to reason it 
away by ligtires; or to explain it by a theory,, 
such as d 'sperate invention has produced on thi» 
floor, that the Assassins and Thug.-i of Miaaoiirj 
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'ere in reality citizens of Kansas ; but all these 
fforts, so far as made, are only tokens of the 
weakness of the cause, while to the original 
Jrime they add another offence of false testimony 
gainst innocent and suffering men. But the 
.pologies for the Crime are worse than the efforts 
t denial. In cruelty and hoartlessness they 
lentify their authors with the great trangression. 

They are four in number, and four-fold in 
tiaracter. The first is the Apology tyrannical; 
le second, the Apology imbecile; the third, the 
.pology absurd; and the fourth, the Apology 
ifamous. This is all. Tyranny, imbecility, ab- 
irdity, and infamy, all unite to dance, like the 
'^eird sisters, about this Crime. 

The Apology tyrannical is founded on the mis- 
vken act of (Governor Ileedcr, in authenticating 
le Usurping Legislature, by which it is asserted 
lat, whatever may have been the actual force or 
*au(l in its election, the people of Kansas are 
ilectually concluded, and the whole proceeding 
; placed under the formal sanction of law. Ac- 
^rding to this assumption, complaint is now in 
ain, and it only remains that Congress should 
t and hearken to it, without correcting the 
Tong, as the ancient tyrant listened and granted 
0 redress to the human moans that issued from 
ic heated brazen bull, which subtle cruelty had 
3vised. This I call the Apology of technicality 
tspired by tyranny. 

The facts on this head are few and plain. Gov- 
:nor Reedor, after allowing only five days for 
ejections to tlie returns — a space of time un- 
lasonably brief in that extensive Territory — dc- 
ared a majority of the members of the Council 
!id of the House of Representatives "dulyelect- 
withheld certificates from certain others, be- 
luse of satisfactory proof that they were not 
aly elec^ted, and appointed a day for new 
ections to supply these vacancies. Afterwards, 
y formal message, he recognised the Legislature 
^ a legal body, and when ho vetoei their act of 
ijournment to tije neighborhood of Missouri, he 
d it simply on the ground of the illegality of 
ich an adjournment under the organic law. 
ow, to every assumption founded on these facts, 
lere are two satisfactory replies ; that no 
Ttificatc of the (lovornor can do more than au- 
lenticate a i;ub?isting legal act, without of itself 
ifusing legality where the essence of legality is 
ot already ; and secondly^ that violence or fraud, 
herever disclosed, vitiates completely every pro- 
ieding. In denying these principles, you place 
le certificate above the thing certified, and give 
perpetual lease to violence and fraud, merely 
^cause at an ephemeral moment they were un- 
lestioned. This will not do. 
Sir, I am no apologist for (Jovernor Reeder. 
iiere is sad reason to believe that he went to 
ansas originally as the tool of the President ; j 
It his simple nature, nurtured in the atmosphere 
■ Pennsylvania, revolted at the service required, 
id he turned from his patron to duty. Griev- 
jsly did he err in yielding to the Legislature 
»y act of authentication ; but he has in some 
easure answered for this error by determined 



efforts since to expose the utter illegality of that 
body, which he now repudiates entirely. It was 
said of certain Roman Emperors, who did infinite 
mischief in their beginnings, and infinite good 
towards their ends, that they should never have 
been born, or never died; and I would apply the 
same to the official life of this Kansas Governor. 
At all events, I dismiss the Apology founded on his 
acts, as the utterance of tyranny by the voice of 
law, transcending the declaration of the pedantic 
judge, in the Liritish Parliament, on the eve of 
our Revolution, that our fathers, notwithstand- 
ing their complaints, were in reality represented 
in Parliament, inasmuch as their lands, under 
the original charters, were held "in common 
socage, as of the manor of Greenwich in Kent," 
which, being duly represented, carried with it all 
the Colonies. Thus in other ages has tyranny 
assumed the voice of law. 

Next comes the Apology imbrcile, which is 
founded on the alleged want of powSr in the 
President to arrest this Crime. It is openly as- 
serted, that, under the existing laws of the Uni- 
ted States, the Chief Magistrate had no authority 
to interfere in Kansas for this purpose. Such is 
the broad statement, which, even if correct, fur- 
nishes no Apology for any proposed ratification 
of the Crime, but which is in reality untrue ; and 
this, I call the Apology of imbecility. 

In other matters, no such ostentatious imbe- 
cility appears. Only lately, a vessel of Afar in 
the Pacific has chastised the cannibals of the 
Fejee Islands, for alleged outrages on American 
citizens. Rut no person of ordinary intelligence 
will pretend that American citizens in the Pa- 
cific have received wrongs from these cannibals 
comparable in atrocity to those received by 
American citizens in Kansas. Ah, sir, the inter- 
ests of Slavery are not touched by any chastise- 
ment of the Fejees ! 

Constantly we are informed of efforts at New 
York, through the agency of the Government, 
and sometimes only on the breath of suspicion, 
to arrest vessels about to sail on foreign voyages 
in violation of oar neutrality laws or treaty stip- 
ulations. Now, no man familiar with the cases 
will presume to suggest that the urgency for 
these arrests was equal to the urgency for inter- 
position against these successive invasions from 
Missouri. But the Slave Power is not disturbed 
by such arrests at New York! 

At this moment, the President exults in the 
vigilance with which he has prevented the en- 
listment of a few soldiers, to be carried off to 
Halifax, in violation of our territorial sovereign- 
ty, and England is bravely threatened, even to 
the extent of a rupture of diplomatic relations, 
for her endeavor, though unsuccessful, and at once 
abandoned. Surel}'^, no man in his senses will 
urge that this act was anything but trivial by the 
side of the Crime against Kansas. Hut the Slave 
Power is not concerned in this controversy. 

Thus, where the Slave Power is indifferent, the 
President will see that the laws are faithfully 
executed ; but, in other cases, where the inter- 
ests of Slavery are at stake, he is controlled ab- 
solutely by this tyranny, ready at all times to do, 
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or not to dOj precisely as it dictates. There- 
fore it is, that Kansas is left a prey to the Prop- 
ftgandists of Slavery, while the whole Treasury, 
the Army and Navy of the United States, are 
lavished to hunt a single slave through the 
streets of Boston. You have not forgotten the 
latter instance ; but I choose to refresh it in your 
minds. 

As long ago as 1851, the "War Department and 
Navy Department concurred in placing the forces 
of the United States, near Boston, at the com- 
mand of the Marshal, if needed, for the enforce- 
ment of an Act of Congress, which had no sup- 
port in the public conscience, as I believe it has 
no support in the Constitution ; and thus these 
forces were degraded to the loathsome work of 
slave-hunters. More than three years afterwards, 
an occasion arose for their intervention. A fugi- 
tive from Virginia, who for some days had trod 
the streets of Boston as a freeman, was seized as 
a slave. .The whole commuuity was aroused, 
while Bunker Hill and FancHil Hall quaked with 
responsive indignation. Then, sir, the President, 
anxious that no tittle of Slavery should suffer, 
Avas curiously eager in the enforcement of the 
statute. The despatches between him and his 
agents in Boston attest his zeal. Here are so',ne 
of them : 

Boston, May 27, 1?.'>1. 
7h the Fresidnit of the. Unitnl StaUs : 

III coii-ipcjueiice of an nitack upon the Co'irt-hou^e. iii'st 
ni<<hi, for the purpose of rescuiusi a ui;4iiive slave, uiidt^r 
arrtist. aii'l in vvhieli o'le of iny own Kuurds was killed, / 
have ai'dilid tiujself of tkn rtsourr.ps of the. Unite t State.t. j>l:irerf 
nndtr my conf^ol htf leiter from the Wir a>ui Naw Dtpart- 
imnts, in Hoi. uivl now have two companies of Tro'^p^, 
from P'ori fn 'ep-nilfiice, siaUo:ieil in the Coiir'-liousi^ 
Everytliinof is now quiet. The aiiack was repulsed by my 
own guard. W VTSO.N FIlKH VlAN, 

United S/a;s,v Marshal, Jyoston^ Masi. 

\VAS5HNurox, May 27, l^iSl. 

Hi Watson Frcmmn., 

Uniii'd States Marshal. Boston. Mass.: 
Yourconduciis approvei. The !a-v must bp. oxoi^nted. 

FRAXKLIN PIF.RCK. 

Washington. May 30, HSl. 
I'> Jfm. B F. Hallett. Boston. Ma.'i.f. : 
Wha'i is the sia'.c of the ca>e of Biirn<? 

SID.XHV WF.BSTl^.R. 
[Private S^cutary of the President.'] 

WASiiiNGTON, Ma\j 31. H54. 

Tb B. F Himt. 

United S/at'S Aftorafij. Boston, Muss. : 
Incur any e.xpjn.se dn'Mned ii-!co-s;iry by llip Mnr.^hal 
and yoiirse f. for Oi:y Military, or oili'-r.vise. to insur.* the 
execuiioii of the law. FKANKLiN I'lKRCE. 

But the President wa,'i not content with such 
forces as were then on hand in the neighborhood. 
Other posts also were put under requisition. Two j 
companies of National troops, stationed at New | 
York, were kept under arm.i, ready at any mo- ! 
ment to proceed to Boston ; and the Adjutant i 
(Jeneral of the Army was directed to repair to ! 
the scene, there to superintend the execution of j 
the statute. All this was done for the sake of i 
Slavery; but during long months of menace | 
suspended over the Free Soil of Kansas, break- 1 
ing forth in successive invasions, the President j 
has folded his hands in complete listlessness, or, 
if he has moved at all, it has been only to en- 
courage the robber propagandists. 

And now the intelligence of the country is in- 
sulted by the Apology, that the President had no 



power to interfere. Why, sir, to make this con- y 
fession is to confess our Government to be ft| 
practical failure — which I will never do, except,! 
indeed, as it is administered now. No, sir; the* 
imbecility of the Chief Magistrate shall not be[ 
charged upon our Americau Institutions. Where i 
there is a will, there is a way; and in hi.s caseJ 
had the will existed, there would have been a| 
way, easy and triumphant, to guard against the! 
Crime we now deplore. His powers were in ev-| 
ery respect ample; and this I will prove by thol 
statute book. By the Act of t'ongress of 28thf 
Februa'-y, ] < 95, it is enacted, " that wiienever the| 
laws of the United States shall be opposed, or thet 
execution thereof obstructed, in any State, by cora-f 
binations too powerful to be suppressed by thej 
ordinary course of judicial ; rocccding.^, or hyi 
the powers vested in the marshals," the Presi-j 
dent " may call forth the militia,'" By the 8up-| 
plementary Act of 3d March, ISOY, in all casesf 
where he is authorized to call forth the militittf 
" for the purpose of causing the laws to V>e duly ex-; 
ecuted,"the Prcsidentis further empowered, in any* 
State or Territory^ " to employ for the same pur-j 
poses such part of the land or n ival force of the| 
United States as shall be judged necessary." 
There is the letter of the law ; and you willj 
please to mark the power conferred. In no casa 
where the Inwi^ of th''. Uniled Siait-.i arc opposed, or 
their execution obstructed, is the President con- 
strained to wait for the requisition of a Governor^ 
or even the petition of a citizen. Ju.st so sobi^' 
as he learns the fact, no matter by what chana©l| 
he is invested by law with full power to counters 
act it. True it is, that when the iaivs of a S(ai^ 
are obstructed, he can interfere only on the ap^ 
plication of the Legislature of suih State, or Os 
the K.xecutive, wheu the Legislature cannot be? 
convened ; but when the Federal laws arc ob* 
structed, no such preliminary aj»pliration is ne- 
cessary. It is his higli duty, under his oath o; 
oflice, to sec that they are executed, and, if neec 
be, by the Federal forces. 

And, sir, this is the precise exigency that bafc 
arisen in Kansas — precisely this ; nor more, noi* 
Icjfs. The Act of Congress, constituting the very 
organic laic of the Territory, which, in peculiai' 
phrase, as if to avoid ambiguity, declares, as " it'; 
true intent and meaning, ' thiit the people tliereo* 
shall be left perfectly free to form and regulate, 
their doiaestic institutions in their own way,') 
has been from the beginning oj>jmed imd ob- 
structed in its execution. If the President hat 
power to employ the F'edeml forces iu Boston 
when he supposed the Fugitive Shive Bill was.' 
obstructed, and merely in anticipation of suci, 
obstruction, it is absurd to siiy that he- had no' 
power in Kansas, when, in the face of the whoU 
country, the very organic law of the T(!rritory wai' 
trampled under "foot by successive invasions, an4 
the freedom of the people there overthrown. Tt* 
assert ignorance of this obstruction — preinedita' 
ted, long-continued, and stretching fhrougl 
months — attributes to him not m;'rely iniuecilil/ 
but idiocy. And thus do I dispose of this Apology 

Next comes the Apoloj^ ahsvrd, which is, inj 
deed, in the nature of a pretext. It is allege* 
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that a small printed pftmj)]ilet, corit.ti,iing the 
'Mlon.-^titution aini llitual of the (jrand Encamp- 
ment iind Rfgimnnts of the Kansas l'i(?;i;i()n," was 
taken iVoin the person of one Oeorge F. Warren, 
who attempted to avoid dctectiop. l)y chewinj^ it. 
Tiie oatlis and {^ranfliose titles of the pretended 
IjCgion have all been set forth, and t'jia i)0or 
munimery of a secret soeietj, '.vhieh existed only 
on paj)er, has been gravely introduced on this 
Hoor, in order to extenuate the (h-ime against 
Kansas. It has been [)araded in more than one 
speech, and even stn'i'ed into the report of the 
committee. 

A ])art of the obligations assumed by the mem- 
bers of this Legion shows why it has been thus 
pursued, and also attest; its innocence. It is as 
follows : 

•• I will iiover kriowiiip:ly propose a pcr'^on for riierriher- 
»'iip in llii-: order ichn i.< not in/nrnr <(/" 7naLin^ Kansds a 
'rtte. Staif>, anil vvhoiri [ N;.'.! .^a inlind will oxiM'l liis eMiiic 
Miiuoii t'. lo brill'/ a!)Oiit lliis rt;»uli. 1 will support, iiiaiii- 
:aiii, an. I ai)iilo by any lionoraMe iiiovfiiK'. ii ma ie liy 'lif 
3raraiii/a n." lo -itcurf' tlii-; jjrcat cuii, ivliick vvU not rnn- 
'iif.l vjiili the laws of the country and the Constitution if the 
United !:^!,ales 

fvansas is to be made a free State, by an honora- 
ble movcnieut, which will not conflict with the 
aws and the Oonstttiitiou. That is the object of 
he organization, declared in the very words of 
he initiatory obligation. Wheie is the wrong in 
his? What is there here, winch can cast re- 
•roach. or even suspicion, upon the people of 
Civnsas? fJrant that the Legion was constituted, 
an you extract from it any Apology lor the 
•riginal (h-ime, or for its present ratification? 
lecret societies, witli their extravagant oaths, 
■re justly olfensive; but who can lind, in this 
listaken nsachinery, any excuse for the denial of 
II rights to liie j)cople of Kansas? All this, 1 
ay, on the supposition that the society was a 
eality, which it was not. Existing in the fau- 
vstlc brains of a fi-w persons only, it never had 
ny practical life. It w.is never organised. The 
^holc tale, with the mode of obtaining the copy 
f the Constiiution, is at once a cock-and-buH 
lory and a mare's nest; trivial as tlic former; 
bsurd its the latter ; and to be dismissed, with 
\(i Apology founded upon it, to t!:e derision 
'Inch triviality and absurdity justly receive. 

It only remains, under this head, that I should 
peak of the Apology in/itnioim ; founded on false 
'stimony against the Hmigrant Aid Comi)any, 
nd assumi)tions of duty more false than the 
'stimony. Defying Truth and mocking Doceucv, 
fis Apology excels all others in futility and 
udacity, while, from its utter hollown'ess, it 
roves the utter impotence of the cunspirators to 
efend their Crime. Falsehood, always iufamous, 
I this case arouses peculiar scorn. An associa- 
on of sincere benevolence, faithful to the Consti- 
itioii and laws, whose only fortifications are 
otels, school-houses, and churches; whose only 
eapons are saw-mills, tools, and books ; Avhose 
ission is peace and good will, has been falsely 
;sailed on this floor^and an errand of blame- 
ss virtue has been inade the pretext for an nn- 
irdonable Crime. Nay, more— the innocent arc 
vcrificed, and the guilty set at liberty. They 



who seek to do the mission of the S^wiour are 
scourged and crucified, while, the murderer, Ba- 
rabbas, wit!) the sympathy of tiie chief priests, 
goes at large. 

Were I to take counsel of my own feeling's, T 
should dismiss this whole Apology to the ineffii- 
ble contempt which it deserves; but it has been 
made to play such a part i!i this conspiracy, that 
I feel it a duty to expose it com{detely. 

Sir, from the earisest times, men have recog- 
nised the advantages of organization, as an ef- 
fective agency in promoting works of peace or 
war. Especially at this moment, there is no 
interest, public or private, high or low, of charity 
or trade, of luxury or convenience, which does 
not seek its aid. Men organize to rear churches 
and to sell tliread ; to build schools and to sail 
ships ; to construct roads and to manufacture 
toys ; to spin cotton and to print books ; to weave 
cloths and to quicken harvests; to provide food 
and to distribute light; to infiuence Public Opin- 
ion and to secure votes ; to guard inlancy in its 
weakness, old age in its decrepitude, and 
womanhood in its wretchedness ; and now, in all 
large towns, when death has come, they are 
buried by organized societies, and, emigrants to 
another world, they lie down in pleasant places, 
adorned by organized skill. To complain that 
this prevailing principle has been applied to liv- 
ing emigration is to coraj)lain of Providence and 
the irresistible tendencies implanted in man. 

But this application of th.e principle is no re- 
cent invention, brought forth for an existing emer- 
gency. It has the best stamp of Antiquity. 
It showed itself in the brightest davs of Greece, 
where colonists moved in organized bands. It 
became a part of the mature jjolicy of Rome, whcro 
bodies of men were constituted expressly for this 
purpose, triumviri nd colonos deduccntlos. — (Livy, 
xxxvil, F/_ 4G.) Naturally it has been accepted in 
modern times by every civilized State. With the 
sanction of Spain, an association of Genoese mer- 
chants first introduced slaves to this continent. 
AVith the sanction of France, the Society of Jesu- 
its stretched their labors over Canada and the 
(ireat Lakes to the Mississippi. It was under the 
auspices of Emigrant Aid (companies, that our 
country was originally settled, by the Pilgrim 
Fathers of Plymouth, by the adventurers of Vir- 
ginia, and by the philanthropic Oglethorpe, whoso 
" benevolence of soul,"' connneraorateJ by Pope, 
sought to plant a Free State in Georgia. At this 
day, such associations, of a humbler character, are 
found in Europe, with offices in the great oipitals, 
through whose activity emigrants are directed 
here. 

For a long time, emigration to the West, 
from the Northern and Middle States, but par- 
ticularly from New England, has been of marked 
significance. In quest of better homes, annu- 
ally it has pressed to the unsettled lands, in num- 
bers to be counted by tens of thousands; but 
this has been done heretofore with little knowl- 
edge, and without guide or counsel. Finally, 
when, by the establishment of a Government in 
Kansas, the tempting fields of that central region 
were opened to the competition of peaceful colo- 
nization, and especially when it was declared 
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that the question of Freedom or Slavery there \ Sir, Ibis Conipany has violated in no respect 
•was to be dt;termine(l by the votes of a'Hual 'set- j the Conpiitution or huvs of the Isnd ; not in th« 
tU^rs, then at once was organization enlisted as i sc.\ ^rest letter or the slightest spirit. But every 
an effecLlvo agency in quickening and conduct- | oth '.?r imputation is equally baseless. It i.-^ not true.; 
ing the L-migiation impelled thither, nnd, morel as the ^Senator fiom Illinois has nlk-gcd, in order, 
than all. iu providing homes for it on arrival | in some way to compromise the Comjiany. that it^ 
there. 1 infbiraed before thf public ot ll<e date fixeili 

The Company was first constituted under au ! for the election of the Legislature, This stated 
act of i,he Legislature of Ma.sd:uhu;setts, 4th of | meut is pronounced by the Secret:iry, in a leltrr' 
May, LS."i4, some weeks prior to the jiassiige of I now before me, '-an unqualified falsehood, not^ 
the Ncl)raska bill. The originnl act of incorpo- j having even the .«hadow of a shade of truth for hi 
ration was subsequently abandoned, and a new | basis.'' It is not true Uuit men have been hire<| 

' by the Company to go to Kansas ; for every ( mi4 
grant, wlto ha? gone under its (iireciicn. has l)ini-| 
sc'lf'j)rovided the mtaus for liis journey. Ufcoursel 
sir, ii is not true, as has been cumplaired by th<j 
Senator liom iSouth Carolina, with that p-roclivit;;;^ 



charter received in Febniary, 1855, in wiiich the 

objects of the Society are thus declared: 

•'■ J'\)r llie piir .ose.^ of direi'liim (Miii.^raiioii a d. 

avj\ aiflini: in proi-iiHn:^ ncrojiimculanons for the t:7/iii:>ant' 
df'iT nrrifinf; iit ilfir place's of deAtinaiiony 

At any other moment, an association for these j to error which marks all his uttemnecs, that mcii 
purposes would have taken its place, by general i have been sent by the Company " with one \ini4 
consent, among the philanthropic experiments ofj form gun, Shar[K*'s rifle;'" for it hiis supplied nq 
the age; but Crime is always suspicious, and 
shakes, like a sick man, merely at tlie pointing 



of a finger. The conspirators against Freedom 
iu Kansas now shook with tremor, real or af- 
fftcted- Their wicked plot was about to fail. To 
help themselves, they denounced the Kmigrnnt 
Aid Cotnpany; and their denunciations, after 
finding an echo in tho President, have been re- 
peated, with much particularity, on t.his lloor, in 
the formul report of your committee 

The falsehood of the whole accusation will ap- 
pear in illustrative specimens. 

A charter is set out, section by section, which, 
though originally granted, was subse(iucntly al>an- 
doned, and is not in reality the charter of the 
Company, but is materially unlike it 



iirms ol any kind to anybody. It is not true that 
file Coinjjany has encouragod any fimatiial ng-' 
gression u[ion the jieuple of Missouri; for it lift.^' 
counselled order, peace, forboanuice. U is uo^ 
true that the Comjiany l:ns chosen its emigrant.'^ 
on account of their jioliticjil opinions ; for it h&i 
asked no questions Aviih rc'.sard to llie djunion/ 
of any whom it aids, and at this uicuk tit standf' 
readv to for .Viird those fnim the Houth as weh 
as the North, while, in the Territory, all, fronj 
whatever quarter, are admitted to an eijual en^ 
joymcnt of its tenijiting advantages. It is no'' 
true thai the Company h.-^ts sent persons merelj 
to control elections, ar.d not to remain in the Ter' 
ritory; for its whoh; acti(<n, and all its anticipa^ 
tion of pecuniary profits, are founded on the hopj 



The Company is represented iis " a powerful i to stock the country wiih i>ennanont settlers, bj 



corporation, with a capital of five millions;" 
■when, by its actual charter, it is not allowed to 
hold property above one million, and, in ])oint 
of fact, its capital has not exceeded $100,000. 

Then, again, it is suggested, if not alleged, that 
this enormcns capital, which I have already said 



whose labor the c;i)>ital of the Conipjiny >hail b«- 
made to viehi its increase, and by ^^llO^■e fixe( 
interest in the soil the welfare of all shall be pro; 
mo ted. ' 

►Sir, it has not the honor of being an Abiditior 
Society, or of numbering among its officers Ah(t] 



does not exist, is invested in "cannon and rifles. ' liiionists. Its President is a retired ciii/.en, o-' 
in powder and load, and implements of war" — ! am[)ie means and charitalde life, v.'ho has tnkoj 



all of which, whether alleged or suggested, is 
absolutely false. The officers of the Company 
authorize mo to give to this whole pretension a 
point-blank denial. 

All these allegations are of small im})ortance, 
and I mention them only because they show the 



no i)art in the conflicts on Slavery, and has nevci 
allovred his sympntliies to be felt by Al olitionj 
ists. One of its Vice I'residents is u gcntleijuu^ 
from A'irginia, with family and friends there* 
who has always opposed the Abolitionists. It| 
generous Treasurer, who is now justly ahsorbeif 



character of the report, and also something of the by the objects ot the Comjifmy, Inis always bee* 
quicksand on which the Senator from Illinois has understood as ranging with his extensive eonnex; 
chosen to plant himself. But these are all capped j ions, by blood and marriage, on the side of iha| 



by the unblushing assertion that the proceeding; 
of the Company wei^e "in perversion of the plain 
provisions of an Act of Congress ; " and also, an- 
other unblushing assertion, as "certain and un- 
deniable," that the Company was formed to pro- 
mote certain objects, "reg.ardiess of the rights 
and wishes of the people, as guarantied by the 
Constitution of the United States, and secured 
by their organic law;" when it is certain and 
undeniable that the Company has done nothing 



quietism which submits to ail the tyranny of ih«: 
Slave Power. Its Directors arc more conspicf 
uous for wealth and science, than for any actir 
ity against Slavery. Among these is an cmi| 
neut lawyer of Massachusetts, Mr. Ch:ipman-| 
personally known, doubtlrss, to some who hea^ 
me — who has distinguished himself by an austcrjf 
conservatism, too natural to the atmo.sphere o^' 
courts, which does not flinch even from llie supj 
port of the Fugitive Slave Bill. In a recen; 



in perversion of any Act of Congress, while to j address at a public meeting in Springfield, tbi. 



the extent of its power it has sought to pro 
tect the rights and wishes of the actual people 
in the Territory. 



gentleman thus spealcs for himself and his assd 



ciatcs 
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" I liave been n Difctor ofthe^oiMOy from the fir-<f. ani? 
{tavc krpi niysvlt" \vf l! int'orrned in reuanl to i:s prorc'd- 
iiiL'S. I am not awyrc that ai^y ojio in this ("(mirnuiii'y 
ever siivpeoU'd tm^ ol' bciii;; nn Aboli iiMii-t ; luii I liavh 
b!'t;ii hcciisimI of l>t'in!< Pro- Slavery ; niirl f btiiievo rnai y 
'^orxi pi'oph; think I am (luiie loo consvrvsjtive on thai snb- 
loci. I lakt; this occafiirm'tof s;iy that all the phms and 
proe<;edi)i<;sor the ?»ocir.iy have rriyliny apprjba.io;! ; and 1 
BsstTi ihiil It hns n'iVtT doiie a single act wiih whicli any 
poliii'-iil p.irJy or tli« people of ony !-ectin)i of tlie co'iniry 
can iu.-ily find fault. The 'iiairie of its rrcsHh;nt, iVir. 
Urowji. of Pr(>videncf.', and of i's Truasur'-r. Mr. l,awrciU!c. 
of 1^0. ton. ure a sutlici'.nt gunrauiy in tlie csiiniatioM of iu- 
'.e'li^t nt men af^iiinst iia being cngtiyed in any fana i^-'itl 
snterpris". It'* Klockholdcr-* are comj)osed oi int^n of jill 
;)oliiii;al j)nriie.s except, itboli ionists. J am not aware tlmt 
t has received the paiironage of that class of our fellovv- 
siii/.ens, and f nm informed that some of them t)i ajipro /e 
3f its proc'-edinffs." 

The acts of the Company have been such as 
coight be expected from auspices thus severely 
careful at all points. The secret, through which, 
with small means, it has been able to accomplish 
30 much, is, that, as an induccvicnt to emigration^ it 
has gone, forward and planted capital in advance of 
')opulation. According to the old immethodical 
system, this rule is reversed, and population has 
jeen loft to grope blindly, without *he advan- 
;age of fixed centres, with mills, schools, and 
;hurchcs — all calculated to soften the hardships 
Df pioneer life — such as have been established 
beforehand in I'vansas. Here, sir, is the secret of 
■he Emigrant Aid Company. By this single prin- 
ciple, which is now practically applied for the first 
,ime in history, and whicli has the simplicity of 
genius, a business association at a distance, with- 
)ut a large capital, has become a beneficent in- 
;trument of civilization, exercising the functions 
)f various Societies, and in itself being a Mission- 
try Society, a Bible Society, a Tract Society, an 
Education Society, and a Society for the Difi^u- 
•ior of the Mechanic Arts. I would not claim 
■00 much for this Company; but I doubt if, at 
his moment, there is any Society, which is so 
■ompletely philanthropic ; and since its lead- 
ng idea, like the light of a candle from which 
tther candles arc lighted without number, may 
>e applied indefinitely, it promises to be an ira- 
(ortant aid to Human Progress. The lesson it 
caches cannot be forgotten, and hereafter, wher- 
ver unsettled lands exist, intelligent capital will 
ead the way, anticipating the Avants of the pi- 
uieer — nay, doing the very work of the original 
»ioneer — while, amidst well-arranged harmonies, 
. new community will arise, to become, by its 
xample, a more eloquent preacher than any soli- 
ary missionary. In subordination to this essen- 
ial idea, is its humbler machinery for the aid of 
migrants on their way, by combining parties, so 
hut friends and neighbors might journey to- 
rether ; by purchasing tickets at wholesale, and 
urnishing them to individuals at the actual cost ; 
>y providing for each party a conductor familiar 
f'ith th« road, and, through these simple means, 
iromoting the economy, safety, and comfort, of 
lie expedition. The number of emigrants it has 
irectly aided, even thus slightly, in their jour- 
ey, has been infinitely exaggerated. From the 
eginning of its operations down to the close of 
iie last autumn, all its detachments from Massa- 
husetts contained only thirteen hundred and 
>velve persons. 



Such is the simple talc of the Emigrant Aid 
Compiiny. Sir, not even suspicion can justly 
touch it. But it must be mr. "e a scapegoat. 
This is the decree which has gone forth. I was 
hardly surprised at this outrage, when it pro- 
ceeded from the President, for, like Macbeth, he 
is stepped so far in, that returning v/ore as tedious 
as go on ; but I did not expect it from the Sena- 
tor from Missouri, [Mr. Gryeu,] whom I had 
learned to respect for the general moderation of 
his views, and the name he has v/on. in an hon- 
orable profession. Listening to him, I was sad- 
dened by the spectacle of the extent to which 
Slavery will sway a candid mind to do injus- 
tice. Had any other interest been in question, 
that Senator would have scorned to join in im- 
peachment of such an association. His inf5tinct3 
as a lawyer, as a man of honor, and as a Senator, 
would have forbidden ; but the Slave Power, in 
enforcing its behests, allows no hesitation, and 
the Senator surrendered. 

In this vindication, I content myself with a 
statement of facts, rather than an argument. It 
might be urged that Missouri had organized a 
propagandist emigration long before any from 
Massachusetts, and you might be reminded of the 
wolf in the fable, which complained of the lamb 
for disturbing the waters, when in fact the al- 
leged offender was lower down on the stream. 
It might be urged, also, that South Carolina has 
lately entered upon a similar system — while one 
of her chieftains, in rallying recruits, has uncon- 
sciously attested to the cause in which he was 
engaged, by exclaiming, in the words cf Satan, 
addressed to his wicked forces, "Awake! arise! 
or be forever fallen! " * But the occasion needs 
no such defences. I put theiu aside. Not on the 
example of Missouri or the example of South 
Carolina, but on inherent rights, which no man, 
whether Senator or President, can justly assail, 
do I plant this impregnable justification. It will 
not do. in specious phrases, to allege the right of 
every State to be free in its domestic policy from 
foreign interference, and then to assume such 
wrongful interference by this Company. By the 
law and Constitution, we stand or full ; and that 
law and Constitution we have in no respect of- 
fended. 

To cloak the overthrow of all law in Kansas, 
an assumption is now set up, which utterly de- 
nies one of the plainest rights of the people every- 
where. Sir, I beg Senators to understand that 
this is a Government of laws; and that, under 
these laws, the people have an incontestable right 
to settle any portion of our broad territory, and, 
if they choose, to propagate any opinions there, 
not openly forbidden by the laws. If this were 
not so, pray, sir, by what title is the Senator 
from Illinois, who is an emigrant from Vermont, 
propagating his disastrous opinions in another 
State? Surely he has no monopoly of this right. 
Others may do what he is doing ; nor can the 
right bo in any way restrained. It is as broad 
as the people ; and it matters not whether they 
go in numbers small or great, with assistance or 

* Mr. Evans, of S-'uth Carolina, hTe i lerrupfed IWr. 
Sumner to s^iy that he did not know^ of any such a''dress. 
Mr. S. replied, that it was tak-n from SoulUora papers. 
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\ritbout assistance, under the auspices of socie- 
ties or not under such auspices. If this were not 
so, then, by what title are so mnuy foreigners 
annually naturalized, under Democratic auspices, 
in order to secure their votes for misnamed 
Democratic principles ? And i^ capital as well as 
combination cannot be employed, by what title do 
venerable associations exist, of ampler means and 
longer duration than any Emigrant Aid Company, 
around which cluster the regard and confidence 
of the country — the Tract Society, a powerful cor- 
poration, which scatters its publications freely in 
every corner of the land — the Bible Society, an 
incorporated body, with large resources, which 
seeks to carrv the Book of Life alike into Terri- 
tories and States — the Missionary Society, also 
an incorporated body, with large resources, which 
sends its agents everywhere, at home and in for- 
eign lands? By what title do all these exist? 
Nay, sir, by what title does an Insurance Compa- 
ny in New York send its agent to open an office 
in New Orleans, and bv what title does Massa- 
chusetts capital contribute to the Hiinnibai and 
St. Joseph Railroad in Missouri, and also to 
the copper mines of Michigan? The Senator 
inveighs against the Native American party ; but 
his own principle is narrower than any attributed 
to them. They object to the influence of emi- 
grants from abroad ; he objects to the intluence 
of American citizens at^ome, when exerted in 
States or Territories where they were not born ! 
TheAvhole assumption is too audacious for respect- 
ful argument. But £,ince a great right has been de- 
nied, the children of the Free States, over whose 
cradles has shone the North Star, owe it to them.- 
selves, to their ancestors, and to Freedom itv;^lf, 
that this right should now be asserted to the fuliest 
extent. By the blessing of God, and under the 
continued protection of the laws, they will go to 
Kansas, there to plant their homes, in the hope of 
elevating this Territory soon into the sisterhood of 
Free States ; and to such end they will not hesi- 
tate, in the employment of all legitimate means, 
whether by companies of men or contributions 
of money, to swell a virtuous emigration, and 
thoy will justly scout any attempt to question 
this unquestionable right. Sir, if they failed to 
do this, they would be fit only for slaves them- 
selves. 

God be praised ! Massachusetts, honored 
Commonwealth that gives me the privilege to 
plead for Kansas on this floor, knows her rights, 
and will maintain them firmly to the end. This 
is not the first time in history, that her public 
acts have been arraigned, and that her public 
men have been exposed to contumely. Thus was 
it when, in the olden time, she began the great 
battle wliose fruits you all enjoy. But never yet 
has she occupied a position so lofty as at this 
hour. By the intelligence of her population — 
by the resources of her industry — by her com- 
merce, cleaving every wave — by her manufactures, 
various as human skill — by her institutions of ed- 
ucation, various as human knowledge — by her in- 
stitutions of benevolence, various as human suffer- 
ing — by the pages of lier scholars and historians — 
by the voices of her poets and orators, she is now 
exerting aa influence more subtle and comm£;nd- 



ing than ever before — shooting her far-darting 
j rays wherever ignorance, wretchedness, or wrong, 
i prevail, and flashing ligiit even upon those who 
travel far to persecute her. Such is Masswchu- 
setts, and I am proud to believe that you may 
as well attempt, with puny arm, to topple down 
the earth-rooted, heaven-kissing granite which 
crowns the historic sod of Buiiker Hill, as to 
change her fixed resolves for Freedom everywhere., 
and especially now for Freedom in Kansas. I 
exult, too, that in this battle, which surpasses 
far in moral grandeur the whole war of tho 
Revolution, she is able to preserve Icr just emi- 
nence. To the first she contributed a larger 
number of troops than any other State In tho 
Union, and larger than all the Slave States to- 
gether ; and now to the second, which is not of 
contending armies, but of contending opinion,9y 
on whose issue hangs trembling the advancing 
civilization of the country, she contributes, 
through the manifold and endless intellectuaj 
activity of her children, more of that divine 
spark by which opinions are quickened into life 
than is contributed by any other State, or by al". 
the Slave States together, while her annual pro' 
ductive industry excels in value three times tb» 
whole vaunted cotton crop of the whole South. 

Sir, to meu on earth it belongs only to deserv« 
success ; not to secure it ; and I know not hov 
soon the efforts of Massachusetts will wear th 
cro\s'n of triumph. But it c»nnot be that sh 
acts wrong for herself or children, when in thi 
cause she thus encounters reproach. No; by th' 
generous souls who were exposed at Lexington 
by those who stood arrayed at Bunker Hill ; b 
tl)c many from her bosom who, on all the field 
of the first great struggle, lent their vigorou 
anus to the cause of all; by the children she he 
borne, whose names alone are national trophic 
is Massachusetts now vowed irrevocably to th 
work. What belongs to the faithful servant 
will do in all things, and I'rovidence shall dete 
mine the result. 

And here ends what 1 have to say of the foi 
Apologies for the Crime against Kansas. i 

III. From this ample survey, where one obstru; 
tion afler another has been removed, I now pass, ■ 
the third place, to the consideration of the vario' 
remedies proposed, ending with the TuuR IlKMKDj 

The Remedy should be co-extensive with tl' 
original AVrong; and since, by the passage of t| 
Nebraska Bill, not only Kansas, but also Nebrask 
Minnesota, Washington, and even Oregon, ha* 
been opened to Slavery, the original Prohibit!* 
should be restored to its complete activity throng, 
out these various Territories. By such a hapf 
restoration, made in good faith, the whole con 
try would be replaced in the condition \%hichj 
enjoyed before the introiluction of that dishont- 
measure. Here is the Alpha and the Omega 
our aim in this immediate controversy. Bat , 
such extensive measure is now in qucstioii. T; 
Crime against Kansas has been special, and 
else is absorbed in the special remedies for ' 
Of these I shall now speak. 

As tbp Apologies were four-fold, so are l 
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Rcmecii:'S proposed foiir-foM, and thoy range 
tiieinselvcs in natiiril ordfM-, under designations 
wliich So trijiy (j'sclo.^e their character as even 
to supersede argument. First, we hav^c the Rem- 
edy of Tyranny ; iievt, the Remedy of Folly; next, 
the Remedy of Injiistice and Civil War; and 
fourtlily, the Remedy of Justice and Peace. There 
are the four c;wkets ; and you arc to determine 
which sliall be opened by Senatorial votes. 

There U the Kr./nKh/ of Tijranny, which, like its 
complement, tlie Apology of Tyranny — though 
esjiou^ed on this lioor, especially by the Senator 
from Illinois — proceeds from the Prcoiilent, and 
if! embodied in as[)ecial message. Itjiroposcs to 
enforce oiiediene.e to the exislinj^ laws of Kansas, 
" wliether Feiieral or local^^' when, in fact, Kansas 
has no "local" laws except those imposed by the 
Udurp.itiou from Missouri, and it calls fur ad- 
ditional iippropriaiions to complete this work of 
tyranny. 

I shall not follow the President in his elaborate 
endeavor to prejuil;,^e the contested eleclion now 
p(!ndlng in the llou ui of lleprescntatlves ; for this 
whole matter bidouf,^^ to tlie })rivileges of that 
Dody, and neither tiie President nor the Senate 
las a ri,i';Iit to intermeddle tlierewith. I do not 
ouch it. Rut now, v.diile dismissing it, I should 
lot pardon myself, if I failed to add, that any per- 
•on who founds hi.'; claim to a seat in Congress 
in the pi'cteuded votes of hireling's from anotlier 
Uate, with no home on tlie soil of Kansas, plays 
he \).\v\, of Atiacharsis Clootz, who, at the bar of 
lie French Convention, undertook to represent 
ations that knew him not, or, if they knew liim, 
corned iiini ; with this difference, that in our Amer- 
•an ca^u', the exces.sivo farce of the transaction 
antiot cover its traged,)'. But all this I put aside — 
/ deal only with what is legitimately beibre the 
enate. 

I expose simfily the Tyranny wliich upholds the 
visting Usurpation, and asks for addiiional ap- 
ropriatious. Let it be judged by an example, 
o:n which in this country tliere can be no ap- 
>al. Here is the speech of George 111, made from 
le Tlu-uue to Parliament, in response to the com- 
aints of the Province of Massachusetts Bay, 
hich, though smarting under laws passed by 
uir()ed power, had yet avoided all armed cp- 
isitiqn, wliile Lexington and Banker Ilill still 
umbered in rural solitude, unconscious of the 
sloric kindred which they were soon to claim, 
stead of Massachusetts Bay, in the Royal 
■eech, substitute Kansas, an(i the message of 
e President will be ibund fresh on the lips of 
e Britisli King. Listen now to the words, 
hich, in opening Parliv.ment, HOth November, 
74, his Majesty, according to tlie o'llcial report, 
13 pleased to speak : 

Ty I^inls and (.1 1'.ntlcmen : 

■It giv'<!> irie inufli coiicera that I ti'n oMi .'ci. at ilie 
iniiiif oi i'ii-i I'lirliii IK! iK to iiiiunii yoa thai ii riio<i due- 
; apirlt of rfs'slcftn: niul lihohfiViucf M <hc law ii i- 
■(pi'-y prevails in llu* froviiicn oi'tlur MiKf^cchiix-tts I>a>i, 
1 tia< i.'i (livers pans ot'ii 'ir )ke turili tn Uti .h vio'cuce> 
u very oriiain.-tl iianire. 7Vi(:s<; proi;(e.lln:4<! have hef.n 
nt-iKiitrerl f'l (ii'irr of mu Cohnirs. a >•! ti ui<nrrn'Uab!i> 
tnitts Ivive b,:^-n mnii' to <ib<trurt the Comni' rcf. of this 
t^di)}n., bij utiki'vful eombina'ioiis. I tiave inKca sik'Ii 
is-irci w.ii ^ivei su.'Ji order? a< I !ia>-e judged most 



proper am} e.Tecfual fir eiirryia:^ into cTi'.culion t.hf laws 
u:hick iv^rc p'lsx-d in the tcist xes'^ion of tkp dt.v Parbafn'm, 
lor tlio pr(i!e;UoiJ and sccjuri y of the Ciiiiiricri e of my 
sulijcc.y. an ) i'.ii- lii'j rci'oriii^ prcser.'iii'j; pt'fft-'. or- 
d -r. a hI '-r-tod ijovtirMtii'! !!. in the Province of ili-." jiLissa- 
r.hvsrtts Bail " — A-wrican Archiv>-s,\\\i series, vol. l.])rte« 

The King complained of a " daring spirit of 
resistance and disobedience to the law :'' so also 
does the President. The King adds, that it hag 
" broke forth in fresh violences of a very criminal 
nature;" so also does the President. The King 
declares that these proceedings have been coun- 
tenanced and encouraged in other of my Colo- 
nies;'' even so the I'resident declares thtit Kan- 
sas has Ibund sympathj in remote States." The 
King inveighs against '' unwarrantable measures" 
and " unlawful combinations;'" even so inveighs 
} the President. The King prochiims that he haa 
I taken the necessary steps " for carrying into exe- 
cution the laws," passed in defiance of the con- 
stitutional rights of tiic Colonies ; even so tlie 
President proclaims tiiat he shall exert th« 
v,-hole power of the Fedend Executive'' to sap- 
port the Usurpation in Kansas. The parallel is 
complete. Tlie Message, if not co])ied from the 
Speech of the iving, has been fashioned on the 
same original block, ami must be dismissed to 
tite same limbo. I dismiss its tyrannical assump- 
tions in favor of the Usurpation. J dismiss also 
its petition for additional appropriations in the 
atfected desire to maintain order in K;insas. It 
is not money or troo[)3 that you need there ; but 
simply the good will of the President. That is 
all, absolutely. Let his complicity witli the Crimft 
cea.?e, and peace will be restored For myself, I 
will not consent to wad the National artillery 
with fresh appropriation bills, when its murder- 
ous hail is to be directed against the constitu- 
tional rights of my feliovv-citizcus. 

Next comes t\\Q tiftdif of FoHi/, which, indeed, 
is also a liemedy of. Tyranny ; but its Fully is so 
surpassing as to eclipse even its T/ranuy. It 
does not proceed from the President. With this 
proposition he is not in any way chargeable. It 
cotnes I'rora the Senator from South (>arolina, 
who, at the close of a, long speech, offered it as 
his single contribution to the adjustinent of this 
rpiestion, and who thus far staivls alone in its 
support. It might, therefore, litly bear his name; 
but that which I now give to it is a more sug- 
gestive synonym. 

This proposition, nakedly expressed, is that 
the people of Kansas r.hould be di.'prived of their 
arms. That I may not do the least injustice to 
the Senator, I quote his precise words : 

"Tti-! I'l'e-sident of the IJ'iiiCii States is under the hifrh- 
est and most solemn ohli'jiitions to iiiierpo.'c ; iiiid ifl were 
to iniJicaic Uw- mariner in vviiii:!i lie s-li. iiid iiitirjHi.'e in 
tv.iiHa-:. I wonld point out lite old c'oni.'Uon !a v prooe<s.. 
I vvoii'd -e ve a vvurmit o'l S!!arj>o's rifle a k! i'"S!iarpe"i« 
rill -s did nut answer iho smnnton and com * i'!to court 
on a di'V ce'iain, or if ttiey resisted lh>' shoritf. 1 would 
t.uinnio'1 til" i<j\.st: roiri'ta'u.-i. ■,on\ would have (^^l(>'l('l Sum- 
ner's rn^riiii^.ti lo he a pan ol'l'inl jiosse r,i;?i/\'a.'i<f," 

Really, sir, has it cotne to this? The rifle has 
ever been the companion of the pioneer, and, 
under God, his tutehiry protector tigiinst the 
red man and the beast of the forest. Never was 
this elTicient weapon more needed in just self-de- 
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fence, than now in Kansas, and at least one arti- 
cle in our National Constitution must be blotted 
out, before the complete right to it can in any 
way be impeached. And yet such is the nmd- 
ness of the hour, that, in defiance of the solemn 
guaranty, embodied in the Araendmeuls to the 
Constitution, that " the right of the people to 
keep and bear arms shall not be infringed," the 
people of Kansas have been arraigm.'d for keep- 
ing and bearing them, and the Senator from 
South Carolina has had the face to say openly, 
on this iioor, that they should be disarmed — of 
course, that the fanatics of Slavery, his allies 
and consiituent?, may meet no impediment. Sir, 
the Senator is venerable with years ; he is re- 
puted also to have worn at home, in the State 
which he represents, judicial honors ; and he is 
placed here at the head of an important Commit- 
tee occupied i)articularly with questions ot law; 
but neither his years, nor his position, past or 
present, can give respectability 1o the demand he 
has made, or save him irom indignant condemna- 
tion, when, to com))as3 the wretched purposes of 
a wretched cause, he thus proposes to trample 
on one of the plainest provisions of constitution- 
al liberty. 

Next comes the Ilemrdi/ of Injustice and Civil 
War — organized by Act of Congress. This prop- 
osition, which is also an offshoot of the original 
llcmedy of Tyranny, j)roceeds from the Senator 
from Illinois, [Mr. Douglas,] with the sanction 
of the Committee on Territories, and is embodied 
in the Bill which is now pressed to a vote. 

By this Bill it is proposed, as follows : 

"Thnt wlivM!'>ver it cliall .jppr-nr. by n ren=iis to he tn- 
k*^n niuier th<? di eciinii of ihc Governor, l.y tlif, iniihori'y 
ofiho I.cgis'a.ure, that itiere shall he 'JJ.l'^iO iiili:ii»itaiitp 
(tlial !)f mir ili> nmnl'tT rcciiiir^'d l<y llif prt'sem ratio of 
roprosrutaiion Cor a member of CoiVress) wiTh'ii the lim- 
its hen afler doHcrihed as the TcTiiory of Knnsns, the 
lA'j;islnlii'f of said 'JtrriKynj shall be. and is hereby, aii- 
Ihori-.iil to ]!roi-iiJe bij laio for the eli ct'on of (ie[fi.aiis, liy 
Ihti people oi"s;ii'l Territory, to n'S^^emlile in Ooiiventioii 
and form a Cniistitutioii and Sia'e GovernmeiU. prep ra- 
lor^ to tlieir ahi! ssion into the Union on ini .-(nial ('ooli!)<» 
will) the. o iuinai Stnt-s in all reppecta vvhalsocvcr, by the 
iiaine of llie r>laie of Kansas." 

Now, sir, consider these words carefully, and 
you will see that, however plausible and velvet- 
pawed they may seem, yet in reality they are 
most unjust and cruel. While affecting to ini- 
tiate honest proceedings fur the fornuition of a 
State, they furnish to this Territory no redress 
for the Crime under which it sutlers : nav, thev 
recognise the very Usurpation, in which the ; 
Crime ended, and proceed to endow it with new 
prerogativ{.>s. It is by (he auihority of the Le//ifila- 
tnrc that the census is to be taken, which is the 
first step in the work. It is also by the auihority 
ijf the Li'j/islature that a Convention is to be call- 
ed for tiie formation of a Constitution, which is 
the second step. But the Legislature is not 
obliged to take either of these steps. To its ab- 
solute wilfulness is it left to act or not to act in 
the premises. And since, in the ordinary course 
of business, there can be no action of the Legis- 
ture til! January of the ne.xt year, all these 
steps, which are preliminary in their character, 
are postponed till after that distant day— thus 



keeping this great question open, to distract and 
irritate the country. Clearly thi.s i? not what ia 
required. The country desires peace at once, and 
is determined to have it. But this objection is 
slight by the side of the glaring Tyranny, that, 
in recognising the Legislature, and conferring 
upon it tnese new powers, the Bill recognises the 
existing Usurpation, not only as the authentic 
Government of the Territory (or the time being, 
but also as possessing a creative power to repro- 
duce itself in the new State. Pass this Bill, and 
you enlist Congress in the cont^piracy, not oolj 
to keep the peojjle of Kansas in their presen' 
subjugation, throughout their Territorial exisst- 
ence, L'U also to protract this subjugation intc 
their existence as a State, while you legalize and 
perpetuate the very force by which Slavery ha{ 
been already planted there. 

I know that there is another deceptive clause 
which seems to throw certain safeguards iirounc 
the election of delegates to the Convention, v^hti 
that Convmtion f^hall be. ordered by the Lfyiilature, 
but out of this very clause do 1 draw a condcm 
nation of the Usurpation which the Bill recog 
nivSts. It provides that the tests, .coupled will 
the electoral franchise, shall not prevail in th< 
election of delegates, and thus impliedly con 
demns them. But if they arc not to prevail oi 
this occasion, why are they permitted at the elec 
tion of the Legislature? If they are unjust ii* th 
one case, tiiwy are unjust in the other. If annul 
led at the election of delegates, thev should V)e an 
nulled at the election of the Legislature ; u herea 
the Bill of the Senator leaves all these olTensire test 
in full activity at the election of the very Lfyislaiui 
out of which thi.i u-hole proceeding is to eonte, and i 
leaves the polls at both elections in tb.e contrc 
of the ofiicers appointed by the Usurpatior 
Consider well the facts. By an eA'i,eting statut< 
establishing the Fugitive Slave Bill as a shib 
boleth, a large portion of the honest citi/.ens ar 
excluded t>om voting fur the Legislature, while, b 
another statute, all who present themselves wit 
a fee of one dollar, whether from Mi.ssouri or no 
and who can utter this shibboleth, are entitled f/ 
vote. Ami it is a Legislature thus cho.sen, ifnd( 
the auspices of ofiicers ajipointed by the U,swpf 
tion, that you now projiosc to invest with jiarenti, 
p<;wcrs to rear the Territory into a State. Yd 
recognise and confirm the Usurpation, which yo 
ought to annul without delay. You put the ii: 
faut State, now preparing to take a jdace in o^] 
sisterhood, to suckle with the wolf, which yc 
ought at once to kill. The improbable story * 
Baron Mtincliausen is verified. The bear, whiC; 
thrust itself into the harness of the horse 
had devoured, and then whirled the sledge at 
cording to mere brutal bent, is recognised by thi 
bill, and kepL in its n.-urped place, when tl 
safety of all requires that it should be shot. 

In characterizing this Bill as the Remedy | 
Injustice and Civil War, 1 give it a j)lain, sel, 
evident title. It is a continuation of the Crin 
against Kansas, and as fuch deserves the saii 
condemnation. It can only be defended by tho| 
who defend the Crime. Sir, you cannot espe, 
that the people of Kan.«as will submit to t 
Usurpation which this bill sets up, and bids tbt 



50W before — as the Aus?trian tyrant set up his 
3ap in the Swiss market-place. If you madly 
)ersevcre, Kansas will not be without her Wil- 
iara Tell, who will refuse at all hazards to rec- 
)gnise the tyrannical edict; and this will be 
he beginning of ci\ril war. 

Next, a,iv\ lastly, comes the Remedy of Justice 
•Aid Peace, proposed by the Senator from New 
fork, [Mr. Sbwaud,] and embodied in his Bill for 
he immediate admission of Kansas as a State of 
his Union, now pending as a substitute for the 
till of the Senator frorr. Illinois. This is sus- 
ained by the prayer of the people of the Territo- 
y, setting forth a Constitution formed by a spon- 
aneous movement, in which all there had op- 
ortunity to participate, without distinction of 
arty. Uarely has any proposition, so simple in 
haractcr, so entirely practicable, so absolutely 
'ithin your power, been presented, which prom- 
led at once such benelicent results. In its 
doption, the Crime against Kaujwis will be all 
appiiy absolved, the Usurpation which it estab- 
shed will bo peacefully suppressed, and order 
ill be permauently secured. By a joyful meta- 
.orphosis, this fair Territory may be saved from 
utrage. 

Oi> hc'p," sh-J cries, " in tills extromen iiecl, 
I("yoii \v!io hear are Dci ics iatluo^l; 
^^ap 1 earili, nn<\ in ike for iliis dr iad foe a tomb. 
Or rh'in'^f. mijform, wkenc, all my sorrows cot/ie^ 

In offering this proposition, the Senator from 
ew York has erititle<i himself to the gratitude 
'the country. He has, throughout a life of un- 
irpassed industry, and of eminent ability, done 
uch for Freedom, which the Nvorld will not let 
o; but he has done nothing more op])Ortune 
an this, and he has uttered no words more 
ective than the speech, so masterly and ingcni- 
is, by which he has vindicated it. 
Kansas now presents herself for admission with 
constitution republican in form. And, independ- 
t of the great necessity of the case, three con- 
lerations of fact concur in commending her. 
rst. She thus testifiei? her Avillingness to relievo 
3 Federal Govcramei't of the considerable po- 
niary responsibility to which it is now exposed 
accouut of the pretended Territorial Guvcrn- 
>nt. Secotully. She has by her recent conduct, 
rticularly in repelling the invasion at AVakaru- 
, evinced an ability to dofend her Government, 
id, thirdly, by the pecuniary credit, which she 
w enjoys, she shows an undoubted ability to 
nport it. What now can stand in her way? 
The power of Congress to admit Kansas at 
ce is explicit. It is found in a single clause of 
! Constitution, which, standing by itself, with- 
t any qualification applicable to the present 
5e, and without doubtful words, requires no 
nraentary. Here it is : 

New Stales may be admitted by ronsircss into this 
ion ; but no new State ahull be tor'nuMi or erected witli- 
itie jurisdiction ot" any other Siaie, nor any State be 
ned liy the junetion of two or more Scues or parts of 
te.s, warlioui ilie eons(;nt of the Lctjislatures of tiie 
tes concerned, as well as of the Conirress." 

iew States may be admitted. Out of that lit- 
word, mat/, comes the power, broadly and ful- 
-without any limitation founded on population 
preliminary forms — provided the State is not 



within the jurisdiction of another Slate, nor 
formed by the junction of two or more States or 
parts of States, without the consent of the Legis- 
latures of the States. Kansas is not within the 
lef/al juri.sdiction of another State, although the 
laws of Missouri have been tyrannically extend- 
ed over her; nor is Kansas formed by the junc- 
tion of two or more States ; and, therefore; Kan- 
sas mat/ be admitted by Cot gress into the Union, 
without regard to population or preliminary 
forms. You oannot deny the power, without 
obliterating this clause of the Constitution. The 
Senator from New York was right in rejecting all 
appeal to precedents, as entirely irrelevant ; for 
the power invoked is clear and express in the 
Constitution, which is above ail precedent. But, 
since precedent has bee» enlisted, let us look at 
precedent. ■ 

It is objected th&i^thQ popiilo,iioft of Kansas is 
not sufficient for a-Siate ; and this objection is 
sustaii^Ssd by under-rMckoning the numbers there, 
and exaggerating the numbers required by prece- 
dent. -In the absence of any recent census, it is 
impossible to do more than approximate to the 
actual population ; but, from careful inquiry of 
the best sources, I am" led to place it now at 
50,000, though I observe that a prudent author- 
ity, the Boaton Daibf Advertmr, puts it as high 
as 00,000, and, while I speak, this remarkable 
population, fed by fresh emigration, is outstrip- 
ping even these calculations. Nor can there be 
a doubt, that, before the assent of Congress can 
be perfected in the ordinary course of legislation, 
this population will swell to the large number of 
l.>3,420, reqtiired in the Bill of the Senator from 
Illinois, But, in makitu/ this number the condition 
of the admisftion of Kansas, you- set up an extraor- 
dinary standard. There is nothing out of which 
it can be derived, from the beginning to the end 
of the precedents. Goiug back to the days of 
the Continental Congiess, you will find that, in 
1784, it was declared that 20,000 freemen in a 
Territory might "establish a permanent Constitu- 
tion and Government for themselves," {Journals 
of Congress, Vol. 4, />. 370;) and, though this 
number was afterwards, in the Urdiuauce of 1787 
for tlie NortliAvcstern Territory, raised to GO, 000, 
yet the power was left in Congress, and subse- 
quently exercised in more than one instance, to 
constitute a State with a smaller number. Out 
of all the new States, only Maine, Wisconsin, and 
Texas, contained, at the time of their admission 
into the Union, so large a population as it is 
proposed to require in Kan.-^as; while no less 
ihiui fourteen new States have been admitted with 
a smaller population ; as will appear in the fol- 
lowing list, which is the result of research, show- 
ing the number of "free inhabitatits " in these 
States at the time of tiie proceedings which end- 
ed in their admission : 



Vermont 


- 85,410 


Illinois - - 


- 45,000 


Kentucky - 


- 61,103 


Missouri 


- 50,580 


Tennessee - 


- 00,049 


Arkansas - 


- 41,000 


Ohio- - - 


- 50,000 


Michigan - 


- 02,073 


Louisiana - 


- 41,890 


Florida - - 


- 27,001 


Indiana - - 


- 00,000 


Iowa- - - 


- 81,921 


Mississippi - 


- 35,000 


California - 


- 02,597 


Alabama - 


- 50,000 





£5 



But this is ttot all. At the adoption of the 
Federal Constitation, thero were three of the old 
Thirteen SUtes whose respective populations did 
not reach the amount now required for Kansas. 
These were Delaware, with a population of 
5'.>,09G ; Rhode Island, with a population of 
C IrjeSO ; and Georgia, with a population of 82,548. 
And even now. while I speak, there are at least 
two States, with Senators on this floor, which, 
according to the last census, do not contain the 
population now required of Kansas. 1 refer to 
Delaware, with a population of l."»l;635, and Flor- 
ida, with a population of freemen amounting only 
to 47,203. So much for precedents of population. 

But in sustaiainjf this objection, it is not un- 
common to depart from the strict rule of numeri- 
cal precedent, by sugg-esting that the population 
required in a new State has always been, in point 
of fact, above the existing ratio of representation 
for a member of the House of Representatives. 
But this is not true ; for at least one State, Flor- 
ida, was admitted with a population below this 
ratio, which at the time was 70,680. So much, 
again, for precedents. But even if this coinci- 
dence were comphjfe, it would be impossible to 
press it into a binding precedent. The rule 
seems reasonable, and, in ordinary cases, would 
not be questioned; but it cannot be drawn or 
implied from the Constitution. Besides, this ra- 
tio is, in itself, a sliding scale. At lirst, it was 
33,000, and thus continued till 1811, when it was 
put at 35.000. In 1822, it was 40,000 ; in 1832, 
it was 47,700 ; in 1842, it was 70,680 ; and now^ 
it is 03,420. If any ratio is to be made the found- 
ation of a binding rule, it should be that which 
prevailed at the adoption of the Constitution, and 
which still continued, wlien Kansas, as a part of 
Louisiana, was ac(piired from France, under sol- 
emn stipulation that it should "be incorporated 
into the Union of the United States ais soon as 
may be consistent with the principles of the 
Federal Gonslimtion." But this whole objection 
is met by the memarial of the people of Florida, 
which, if good for that State, is also good for 
Kansas. Ilere is a passage : 

Kut tlio pi'oplt of Florida respectfully in?i.st that their 
right to be a(.!IluU^'^J iii'.o ihts Federal Union as a State is 
not depeiuleiu upon the t"act of their haviuir a popula- 
tion equal to suoli ratio. Their right to admission, it is 
conceived, i» guarantied b>*ihe »;xpre*» pled?e in the sixth 
article of ilie treaty Ifefore quo'ed; and if aiiy rule as to 
the number of the population is to govern, ii should be that 
in existence at ilie time of tiie cession, which was* thiriy- 
five thou.-iand. They .subm t, however, that any ratio of 
representation, dependent upon lei^isiative action, based 
solely on convmiencc and expediency, shifting asid 
vaeiilatiiig as the opinion of a majority of Congress may 
make it. no\v i;r a er than at a previous apportionment, 
but which a fntuie Coni{res,s may prescrine to be le.^s, 
cannot be one of ilie constUuUonal •■ i'rincii'LKs" referred 
to iu the treaty, consistency with which, by it-s ter.-iis, i.s 
required. It is. in truth, hut a mere regulation, not fnuud- 
ei on principle. No specified nuanber of populaiion is 
required by any recognised principle as necessary ia the 
establishment of a free Government. 

'•It is in no wise ' t«co;wM<«n( toilh the prinnpUs of the 
Federal Constitution,'' that the population of a State should 
be le.ss than the ratio of Congressional represenlation. 
Tiic very case is provided for in the ConsUlution. Wills 
such deficieni population, she would be entitied to one 
llepresenlative. If any event should cause a decrease of 
the popu'ation of one of the Slates even to a number be- 
low the minimum ratio of represeata'ion prescribed by 
the ConstiiutioM, 8^e would atill remain a member of the 
Confederacy, and be eii'iiled to such Representative. It 



is respectfully urged, that a rule or principle which womld 
not justify the expuLsion of a Sla'.e with a dehciont popu- 
lation, on the ground of inconnistency with the Co«.«iitu- 
tiou, should not exclude or prohibit admissumJ" — {Ezec. 
I)0€.. '27th Cong., M stss.. Vol. 4, No. 206.) 

Thns, sir, do the people of Florida plead for 
the people of Kansas. 

Distrusting the objection from inadequacy of 
population, it is said that the procecdi-ngs for the 
formatior. of a new State are fatalh/ defective in. 
form. It is not asserted that a previous enabling 
Act of Congress is indispensable ; for there arc no- 
torious precedents the other way, among which 
are Kentucky in 1791 ; Tennessee in 173G ; Maine 
in 1820; and Arkansas and Michigan in 183G. 
But it is urged that in no instance has a State 
been admitted, whose Constitution was" formed 
without such enabling Act, or without the au- 
thorit}' of the Territorial Legislature. This ia 
not true ; for California came into the Union with 
a Constitution, formed not only without any 
previous enabling xVct, btit also without any 
sanction from a Territorial Legislature. The 
proceedings which ended in this Constitutioo 
were initiated by the military Governor there, 
acting under the exigency of the hour. This 
instance may not be identical in all respects with 
that of Kansas ; but it displaces completely one 
of the assumptions which Kansas now encoun- 
ters, and it also shows completely the disposi- 
tion to relax all rule, under tho exigency of the 
hour, in order to do substantial justice. 

But there is a memorable instance, which con- 
tains ia itself every element of irregularity which 
you denounce in the proceedings of Kan.sas. Mich- 
igan, now cherished with fuich pride as a sistei 
State, achieved admission into the Union in per- 
sistent defiance of all rule. Do you ask for pre- 
cedents ? Here is a precedent for the largest lati- 
tude, which you, who profess a deference to pre- 
cedent, cannot disown. Mark now the stages o 
this case, The first proceedings of Michigar 
were without any previous enabling Act of Con- 
gress ; and she jiresented herself at your door 
with a Constitution thus formed, and with Sena 
tors chosen under that Constitution — precififth 
as Kansas now. This was in Decomjier, 1S3.'» 
while Andri'w Jackson was President. By th« 
leaders of the Democracy at that time, all objec- 
tion for alleged defects of form was scouted 
and language was employed which is strict!} 
applicable to Kansas. There is nothing My>> 
under the sun ; and the very objection of th< 
President, that the application of Kansas pro 
ceeds from " persons acting against authoritie: 
duly constituted by Act of Congress," was hurlet 
against the application of Michigan, in debate 
on this floor, by Mr, Hendricks, of Indiana. Thl- 
was his language : 

" But th-'i people of Michigan, in prrseiiling their Fenat 
and Hou.se of Rt^prcsnniaiivesas the legi«laiiv,'^ power ci 
isiing there, showed that they had trmnpUd upon anti via 
lated the laivs rf the United Slates establ .^hin^ a Tcrrnofin 
(htvernment in Mi'hiaan. Tiic**; laws were, or oa^nt t' 
be. in !u!i force there : hut. by the charactiT and po.-4ino. 
assumed, they had set up a Government autaeoaiRi to th» 
of the United s*tates."— I CoM^'r««. Dt.b., Vol. iii,};. 2ife 
Cong , lit session.) 

To this impeachment Mr. Benton repl ied in thea 
-affective words : 
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"Convention? were original nctfofthe people. Tha> <Ie- 
pended upon inherent and inalicimble riglUR. The people 
of any Stale niav nt nynnifi metn iiiConvemion. wjthoui 
a law of their Lrtirt.'«lalurrt. siiul wiihont uny j. revision, or 
aufain^ifiiiy |iri>v:sioti in their Consiitittion, and may alt**r 
or abolish the whole frame of ( Jovcrnrnenl us tlit^y please. 
Th<^ sr>veroiijn power to govern Ihcni^e.ives wa.'< in the 
mijoriiy, apii ihey could jiol be divested of it." — (f/nd., p. 

Mr. Buchanan vied with Mr. Benton in vindi- 

CJiting the now State : 

"The precedent in th>*. case of Tennes?ee has conri- 
pletcly .sile-iced all opposition in regard to the neces.«5ity 
of a previons act of CoMf^res.^ to e lable the i>eople of 
Miehijfan to for?n u Stale Constitution. It now .seeni.s to 
be coiice-'ed ihu? our sab.se(!uent approbation is equiva- 
lent to our previons action. This can no lonjjer be 
doubt»'d. We. /mve the rni'iKcsUonahU power 0/ trah in^; anij 
irregularities in the imde. 0/ framin;^ the Constitul on, Imd 
any such existed " — [Ibid., p. 1041 .) 

He ili l hope th ii by iiiis bill all obieclion.s would be 
removed; and l ai thi-< Slate, so rea<ly to rush into our 
arms, would not be rei)ulse.l. btrnuse of th^^ abi-'nrr oj some 
fonnalltifs which pcrhujts ^r^'rf^":l^l| propfr. but cciiainhj )inl 
itidispcnsiM'..'' — (Ibid., p. 101 J.) 

After an aniinated contest in t!;e Senate, the ; 
Bill for the admission of Michigan, on htr a^mxt 
to certain condUiona^ was pas-sed, by 23 yeas to 8 
nays. But you (ind weight, as well as number.^, 
on the de of tlie new State. Among the yeas 
were T..j H. Benton of Missouri, James Bu- 
chanan of i'enn.sylvania, Silas Wright of New 
York, W. U. iving of Alabama. — [(Jong, (tlobe, 
Vol. 3r/, p. '276, i.^t smw/i 24//t Cong.) Subse- 
quently, on motion of Mr. Buchanan, the two 
gentlemen sent as Senators by the new State 
received the regular compensation for attendance 
throughout the very se-Jsion in which their seats 
liad been so acrimoniously assailed. — [/hid., p. 
44H.) 

In the House of Repre.^entatives the application 

wfi.s equally sticccssfu!. The Committee on the 

ludiciary, in an elaborate report, reviewed the 

objections, and, among other things, said: 

"That t!ie people of \Tiehii^ in havt;, witliou' due an'hor- 
ty. I'onn "d a St .ic Govern ueui. bui, nevertheless, that 
Congress has powr.r to loaire aiii/ objfcliitn which tninhl.on 
'hut account, be cntcrl'iiurd lo lie r tli'.ieatioii oftLe t.'o is i- 
,n!ion whii'ii I'icy have adop'ed, imd 'o ailmii their S<; la- 
ors and Kepres Mita'i' e> 10 lake their .s ^ats i ithc Con 'r 's« 
M liie Unied Stales."— Doc, 1st sess. '2Ath Voni;.. 
Vol. l>, No ■.i.'O.) 

The House sustained this view by a vote of 153 
yeas to 45 nays. In this large majority, V^y which 
i,he title of iMichigan was then recognised, will be 
found the name of Franklin Pierce, at that time 
1 Representative from New Hampshire. 

But the case was not ended. The lierccst trial 
md the greatest irregularity remnined. The Act 
providing for the admission of tlie new State 
jontained a modification of its boundaries, and 
jroceeded to require, as ix, fundamental condition, 
that these should " receive the assent of a Con- 
Fcntion of delegates, elected by the people of the 
said State, for the sole purpose of giving the as- 
sent herein required." — {Staftites at Large, Vol. T), 
?. .'■)0, Act of June blh, ] 83('>.) Such a t'onven- 
.ion, duly elected under a call from the Legisla- 
ure, met in pur.suance of law, and, after consid- 
eration, declined to come into the Union on the 
•ondition proposed. Buttheactioaof thisConven- 
•ion wivs not universally satisfactory, and in order 
x> effect an admission into the Union, another Con- 
amtlou was called prqfesmHy by the people, in 



their sovereign capacity, without any authority 
from State or Territorial Legislature; nay, sir, 
according to the language of the present Presi« 
dent, " against authorities duly constituted by 
Act of Congress;" at least as much as the recent 
Convention in Kansas. The irregularity of this 
Convention was increased by the circumstance, 
that two of the oldest counties of the State, com- 
prising a population of some 25,000 souls, refused 
to take any part in it, even to the extent of not 
opening the polls for the election of delegates, 
claiming that it was held without warrant of 
law, and in defiance of the legal Convention. 
This popular Convention, though wanting a 
popular support co-extensive with the State, yet 
proceeded, by formal act, to give the assent of 
the people of Michigan to the fundamental con- 
dition proposed by Congress. 

The proceedings of the two Conventions were 
transmitted to President Jackson, who, by mes- 
sage, dated 27th December, 1836, laid them both 
before Congres.^. indicating very clearly his de- 
' sire to ascertain the will of the people, without 
regard to fortn. The origin of the popular Con- 
vention he thns describes : 

"Tlii.s 0•>n^'ention w.-'S not. held or «"lee'cd by vir'n'» of 
any act of tlic I'erritorial or State lieKiahuure (tori^ina- 
le.i from lue People tlieaiHclve^. find was chi'sen by ibetn 
ill nurjiuanee of re-o'u ion-; adopted in primary a*seu;b ies 
held m f'le re-^peetive conn i — [Sen.Dac..2dse:ss.'2\ili 
Con::., Vol. 1, j\o. m.) 

And he then declares that, had these proceed- 
ings come to hiin during the recess of Congress, 
he should have felt it his duty, on being satisfied 
that they emanated from a Convention of dele- 
gates elected in point of fact bg the People of the 
State, to issue hi.s proclamation for the admission 
of the State. 

The (yommittee on the Judiciary in the Senate, 
of which Fklix Gkunuy was Chairman, after in- 
qiiiry, recognised the competency of the popu- 
lar Convention, as "elected by the Peo])le of the 
State of Michigan," and reported a Bill, respon- 
sive to their assent of the proposed condition, for 
the admission of the State without further condi- 
tion. — (Statute-y at Large, Vol. 5, p. 1 44, Act of 26t.h 
Jan., 1837.) Then, sir, appeared the very objec- 
tions which are now directed against Kansas. It 
was complained that the movement for itnraediata 
admission was the work of " a minority," and 
that " a great majority of the State foci other- 
wise."— (Is^c/i, JJoc., 2d 5m. 'Uth Cong., Vol. 1, 
A'o. 37.) And a leading Senator, of great ability 
and integrity, Mr. Ewino, of Ohio, broke forth in 
a catechism which would do for the present hour. 
He exclaimed : 

" What evidence had the Seirite of the o-i^ani cniion of 
the Crnveniion ? Of the or;ani/;a'i;,.n of the popular as- 
soMih ifs who appointed \hv\r tlelorrates to that Conven- 
tion? .\one c 1 eanh Who they were that met and voied, 
we had no informsi'ion. Wh'> irave the notice? Ard for 
what did the People receive the uoiicc ! meet and 
el 'ct? What- ev i lenee was titers that the fjonvpjuton 
acted arconlin^ to law ? W»*re the deleftntes s-,vorn f 
And. if so. they wi-re exTa-jndicial oaths, ami not biml- 
inif upon them. Were the votes connt-d ? 1 n t«oi. it \va« 
noT n ■irnccetlMiff under 'lie form- nf hw. for iliey wer« 
'o'a Iv di--regarjed.''— (Tom;?-. Globe, Vol 4, i?. <>0, '2d stff . 

And the same able Senator, on another occasion, 
after exposing the imperfect evidence with regard 
to the action of the Convention, existing onlv in 
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letters and in an article from a Detroit newspaper, [ w:iy, hr a vote of US yeas to 58 nays j an«i 

among the yeas is again tiie name of Franklin 
PiBRCE, a Representative from New ITampshire. 

Thus, in that day, by such triumphant votes, 
tlid the cause of Kansas prevail in name of 
Michigan. A popular Convention — cnllcd abso- 
lutely without authority, ard containing dde- 
gjM'cs from a portion only of tlie population — 
called, loo, in opposition to constituted authori- 
ties, and in derogation of another Convention 
assembled under the forms of law — stigmatized 
aa a caucus and a criminal meeting. wl»ose an- 
thers were liable lo indictment, trial, and punish- 
ment — was, after ample debate, recognised by 
(Congress as valid, and Michigun now holds her 
place in the Union, and her ^Senators sit on ihU 
floor, by virtue of that act. »Sir, if Michigan is 
legitimate, Kansas cannot be illegitimate. You 
bastardize I\Iichigan when you refuse to recognise 
ivausas. 

Again, 1 say, do you rei^nire a precedent? I 
give it to vou. IWA 1 will not stake this causo 
on any precdlent. 1 plant it firmly on the fun- 
dament,})! principle of American In«titution.«i, as 
embodied in the Declaration of Itulcpcndencc. 
by which (government is re<'ngnised as deriving 
its just powers ouly //w" the comrnf of 'hi' gov- 
enifd, who may alter or abolish it v/hen it l>o- 
comes destructive of their rights. In tlie debute 
on the Xeliniska Hill, nt the overthrow of the 
Prohibition of Sluvory, the Dochiration of Inde- 
pendence was denounced as a " self-evident lie." 
11 is {»nly by a siiniiar audacity that the funda- 
mental principle, which .sustains the proceed- 
ings in Kansas, can be assailed. Nay, more: 
you must disown the Declaration of Independ- 
ence, and ado[)t the Circular of tl;e Holy Alli- 
ance, which declares that " useful and necessary 
chi?,nges in legislation juid in J he administration 
of .States nur/ht only ii> cmouair frvr/' the frM mil 
(Uid tkr, inidliifiUt. and irrU-H-(if)l"'d couriction of 
those. irliO'):i (rod /inf rendo't'd rcfji'ymihh^ fitr pinr~ 
nr." Face to fat'C, 1 put the principle of the 
Declaratioti of Independent e and the principle 
of the Holy Alliance, and J>id tliem grafsple! 
" The one places the remedy \n the hai;ds which 
fWl the di.^order ; the other pi. ices rciiicdv in 
the liands which cai/Mr the diHo:«'er; ' amJ ulien 
I thus truthfully characterize them, I but adopL 
a sententious phra.-e from the Debates in tiie 
Virginia ('onvention on the adoption of the l'\;d- 
eral Con:titntion.— (:i Elli"!'.'. fhdxi />-.■<. jo? — Mr. 
Corfnu.) And now tl'.esc two prinoipk.*, embod- 
ied in the rival proi)Ositions of the .StTuitor fr<im 



again exclaimed : 

■'T'lis. sir. the evnUinoe to support an orannic law of 
a new s?iHte u; out lo enter in o ihe IJiiioiiI Yes. of an 
cirganic ilu; vrry hig-lio-t -ntt m lo uinunily of ni«n 
rnn nt-rfonn. Lrttf r- r^f'^rrinsr lo oilii»r l-^tt^'r? luut a snap 
(X'a newspaper.'— {CoTJif. Dehaits, Vol. 13, Part Lp. ) 

. It was Mr. Calhoun, however, who pressed the 
opposition with the most persevering intensity. In 
his sight, the admission of Michigan, under the 
circumstances, " would be the most monstrous 
prooeeding under our Constitution that can be 
conceived, the most repugnant, to its principles 
and dangerous in its consequences."' — [Confj. Dc- 
hattm, Vol. 13, p.'lW).) "There is not," he exciaim- 
ed. " one particle of official evidence before us. 
We have )iothing i)ul the private letters of indi- 
Tiduah.!, who do not know even the numbers that 
voted oit either occasion. They know nothing 
of the qualifications of voters, nor how their votes 
were received, nor by whom counted.'" — [Jbid.) 
MA he proceeded to characterize the poi)ular 
Convention as '' not only a party caucus, for party 
purpose, but a criminal ineeting — a meeting to 
!*iibvert the authority of the 8tatc and to assu.ae 
ius sovereignly " — adding, "that the actors in that 
i;it>eting might be indicted, tried, and punished"' — 
nul he expressed astonishment that "a self-cre- 
ated meeting, convened for a criminal object, had 
li.'ired to present to this Government an act of 
tJieirs, aiui to expect that we are to receive this 
irregular and criminal act as a fuHilment of the 
condition which we had presented for the admis- 
.■iton of the State ! " — (fbid.,j). 200.) No stronger 
words have been employed against Kansas. 

ilut the single question on wliich all the pro- 
ft'cdings then hinged, and which is as pertinent 
:ii the case of Kansas as in the case of Michigan, 



■vas thus ])';t hy Mr. MoHius. of Ohio — [JLid, p. 
■_'ir>) — " Wi/! C'.ui'jrx^x r''rogi<n't ns vidid. C'lUslilH- 
'''>no!^ cud ohlig.iU)!-;;, uUhout the color of a laic of 
Modiigan to ■'Hfi:id:i it. an act dorr, bg tlic. People of that 
>'^.''t!r in tf;<ir prhnarg ifv'cinb'ics, and acknouicdf/c 
l\it act a^- ohli'/a'orp on the. cnn.i!i.t7i[cd authorities 
ond Le.gi.'<lt''n-c of the State " This question, thus 
distinctly {.u-fscnted, was answered in debate by 
iihlf} Senators, among whom were Mr. Dknton 
and Mr. Kin(;. Hut there, was one person, who 
iuis since enjoyed much i)ui)lic conhdcnce, and 
ha.s left many memorials of an imlustrious career 
in the Senate and in diplomatic life, Jamks 
r»n("HANAN, wlio rendered himseli' conspicuous by 
'•he ability .'uid ardor with which, against all 
a.-isaults. he upbcM the cause of the pojjular (.!on- 



vcntion. which m-;:s so strongly denounced, and | New York and the Scnato'- from iiiiiuvis, muj^t 
Ih? entire <-o li'onnity of iss proceedings with the j grapple on thif Hoor. 

i;enins of American' Institutions, ilis s[tcecli(.-s I Siaiesmeu and judge?; publicists and antlior;?, 
>>'-i that oci:a-ion contaiii an unanswerable argij- with names of atitliorily in American 'hiiifory, 
nient, at a!! points, viutato nmnine, for tin- imme- 
diate admis.'rion of Kansas under her present 
''unstitation : ncr is there anything by which 
he is now dis?tingui.-hed that will redound so 
truly to his fame — if he only continues true .lo 
th«m. But the question was emphatically an- 
iwered in the Senate by the final vote on the pas- 
ttge of the Bill, where we find 25 yeas to only 10 
oay«. In the Ilonse of Repreaentativea, after de- 
bate, the question was answered in the same 



espou.ce and vindicate the Aniericfiti ]iriii<-i}de. 
Hand in hand, they now .'•tand around Kansas, 
and ft^el this new Stale lean 0!i them f>r .support. 
Of these J content rayscdf with adducing two 
only, both from sUveholdiDg Virginia, io days 
when Human Rights were not without support 
in that State. Listen to the languag^e of St. 
George Tucker, the diattnguithed commentator 
upon Blackstooe, uttered from the bench in a 
judicial opinion: 
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"The power of convcntnp the legal Assemblies, or the 
ordiimry coiistilutional Legislature, resided solHy in tfw. 
Executive. Tliey coul l neither be chosen without wrils 
issued by its authority, kqt jisseuililc. wiicn clio^cn, but 
iiiKier the same authority. The Conventions, 0:1 the com- 
trary. were chosen and Hssembled. eitJii^r in parsuanre of 
rrcumrueiidaiious from Coiif' te-s, or from their own bodies, 
or hij the discretion and cominoii consent of the jieople. They 
were held even wliilst a b>^'ni As*Hf,i! ly exis'ed. Witness 
the Oonvcntion h'^ld at Richmond, in .March. 1775; after 
whicli period, the lethal con<-titutional Assoml ly was con- 
vene.! in ■ illiam-jliurtc, liy the (joveiiior, Lord Puuinore. 
* ♦ * Yet a conf.titulio7ial dependence on the lirititili Gov- 
trnment was never denied until the succeeding! May. * * 
The Convi^ntion, then, v.'as not the ordinary Lej^iglature 
of Viry;inia. It was tlie body of tlie people, impollod lo as- 
semble from a sense of conunci dandier, consulting for the 
eomirioii t'ood. and aet.njf in ail tliui'zs for the common 
safety."— (I Virginia Curses. 70. 71, Kainjwr vs. Jlaivkijxs.) 

Listen aldo to the language of Jaraes Madison: 

"That in all great changes of established govermiif Ut, 
forms oui,'!it 10 give way to subn-ance; tiiai a rig;jd adhcr- 
tnet; in such eaticslo ihe forms vvpul l r- uder nominal and 
nugatory the transcendent and preciotnjrightof the people 
*to a: ob.s'ii or alier their (Jo -"eriim'-iu. us 10 them sh II 
sf'cm most bkcly to effect their snleiy an i happiii' ss.' * * 
Ni.r can ii have bei-n ibri'Olien that no Utile iU timed sent- 
jp/fl,?, no zeal for ndherhii; to ordinnrii fi)nnSy rcere amjwhire 
yeen, e.rcept in Iho^e who icishe I, to indnU:e under these. nui,\ks 
their Secret eninitij to the substana contended for'''' — (iVie 
FtderalifL h'o.'iO.) 

I'roccedings thus sustained, I am anwilling to 
call revoliifionarij, although this tertu has the 
sanction of the IScQator from New York. They 
nre founded on an untiuestionabie American 
right, declared Nvith Independence, conlirmed by 
the blood of the futhers, and expounded by pa- 
triots, wiiich cannot be impeached without im- 
pairing i:,hc liberties of all. On this head the 
language of Mr. Buchanan, in reply to Mr. Cal- 
houn, is explicit : 

" Docs the Stiuaior [Mr. raUioun] cmiend, tl:en, that if. 
in Oil • ofthe o.-i 01 this Union, tiie (,u)vcr.imehl be so 
organized as to utterly destroy ll-.e ri^lit of equal icpre- 
Kculalion, there is no mo le 01 obtaining redress, but liy an 
act of the l.egi*laiure authon/.iu^r a Couven ion. or by 
open rcliellion ? Mu>t the people s,cp at once frum op- 
pri-Bsion to op< n war ? Mns' ii he eitiier al)S( 1 I'c siii,mi.<- 
sion or absolute revoiutirm ? Is there uo middle course.' 
I cauucot Hsree wiiii Uie Senator. I .^ay that the wliol* 
h".story of our Government esialiUsln-s iiie principle thvi 
the people are soverci'^ii and th.-it a majorily of tliem can 
alter or chaa^'e their fundainenUii laws at pleasure. I dfny 
that this is cither rehd ioiL or rerolut'on. It is an csenliai 
and n recognised, yrlnciidc in allaur forms <</ ;ioverninenl.^' — 
{Congress. Oeb., Vol. \X p. :5):5, 'iW/i Coui:.^:ld .^■ssiun.) 

Surely, sir, if ever there was occasion for the 
e.vcrciHc of this right, the time had conie in Kan- 
sas. The people there had been subjugated by 
a horde of foreign invader,^?, and brought under 
a tyrannical code of revolting barbarity, while 
property and life among them \vere left exposed 
10 audacious assaults which flaunted at noon- 
day, and to reptile abuses which crawled iu the 
darkness of night. Si'[f-drfrncc is (fiajirst laic of 
nalurc. ; and unless this law is temporarily si- 
lenced — as all other law has been silenced there — 
you cannot condemn the proceedings in K.'iusas. 
Here, sir, is an unquestionable authority — in itsdf 
<in ovcrwhchninr/ Imc — which belongs lo all coun- 
tries and times — which is the same in Kansas as 
at Athens and Ivomo — > 'bi.ch is nowj and will be 
hereafter, as it was in other daj'-s — in presence of 
which Acts of ('ongress and Constitutions are 
powerless, as the voice of man against the thun- 
der which rolls through the sky — which whispers 
itself coeval with life — whose very breath is life 
itself ; and now, iu the last resort, do I place all 



these proceedings under this supreme safegaard, 
which you will assail in vain. Any opposition 
must be founded on a fundaraento,! perversion of 
facts, or a perversion of fundamental principles, 
which no speeches can uphold, though surpass- 
ing in numbers the nine hundred thousand piles 
driven Into the mud in order to sustain the Dutch 
Stad-hoase at Amsterdam! 

Thus, on every grotmd of precedent, whether 
as regards population or forms of proceeding; 
also, on the vititl principle of American Institu- 
tions ; and, lastly, on the absolute law of self- 
defence, do I now invoke the power of Con- 
gress to admit Kansas at once and without 
hesitation into the Union. "New States viay 
be admitted by the Congress into the Union;" 
such are the words of the Constitution. If you 
hesitate for want of precedent, then do I appeal 
to the great principle of American Institutions. 
If, forgetting the origin of the Republic, you turn 
away from this principle, then, in the name of 
human nature, trampled down and oppressed, 
but aroused to a ju.=it .self-defisnce, do I plead for 
the exercise of this power. Do not hearken, 1 
pray you, to tlie propositions of Tyranny and 
Folly; do not be ensnared by that other propo- 
sition of the Senator from Illinois, [Mr. Douglas,] 
in which is the horrid root of Injustice and Civil 
War. But apply gladly, and at once, lite True 
Remedy, wherein are Justice and Peace. 

Mr. President, an immense space has been 
traversed, and I now stand at the goal. The 
argument iu its various parts is here clo.<ed. The 
Crime against Kansas has been displayed in its 
origin and extent, beginning with the overthrow 
of the Proliibition of Slavery ; next cropping out 
in conspiracy on the borders of Missouri ; then 
hardening into a continuity of outrage, through 
organized invasions and miscellaneous assaults, 
in which all security was destroyed, and ending 
at last in the perfect subjugation of a generous 
p.'iMile to an unprecedented Usurpation. Turn«^ 
ing aghast from the Crime, which, like murder, 
seemed to confess itself " with most miraculous 
organ,'" we have looked with mingled shame and 
indignation ujton the four Apologies, vrhether of 
Tyranny, Imbecility, Absurdity, or Infamy, in 
which it lias been wrapped, marking especially the 
false testimony, congeniiil with the original Crime, 
against the Emigrant Aid Company. Then were 
noted, in succession, the four Remedies, whether 
of Tyranny — Folly — Injustice and Civil W'ar — or 
Justice atid Peace, which last bids Kan.^as, in 
conformity with past precedents and under the 
exigencies of the hour, in order to redeem her 
from Usurpation, to take a place as a sovereign 
State of the Union ; and this is the True Reme- 
dy. If in this argument I have not unworthily 
vindicated Truth, then have I spoken according 
to ray desire? : if imperfectly, then only accord- 
ing to my powers. Rut there are other things, 
not belonging to the argument, Vvdiich still press 
for utterance. 

Sir, the people of Kansas, bone of your bone 
and tiesh of your . flesh, with the education of 
freemen and the rights of American citizens, no^f 
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stand at your door. Will you send them away, 
or bid them enter? Will you push them back 
to renew tlieir struggles with a deadly foe, or 
will you preserve them in security and peace? 
Will you cast them again into the den of Tyranny, 
or will you help tlieir despairing efforts to escape? 
These questions I put with no common solicitude ; 

^for I feel that on their just determination de- 
pend all the most precious ir.terests of the Re- 
public; and I perceive too clearly tlie prejudices 
ill the way, and the accumulating bitterness 
a.a;ai:i3t this distant people, now claiming their 
simple birthright, while I am bowed with mortifi- 
cation, as I recognise the President of the United 
States, who sliould have been a staff to the weaii 
and a shield to the innocent, at llie head of this 
strange oppression. 

At every stage, the sisnilitude between the 
wrongs of Kansas, and those other wrongs 
against, which our fathers rose, becomes more ap- 
parent. Read the Declaration of Independence, 
and there is hardly an accusation which is there 
directed against the British Monarch, which may 
not now be directed with increased force against 
the American President. The parallel has a 
fearful particularity. Our fathers complained 
that the King had "sent hither swarms of ofli- 
cers, to harass our, people, and eat out their sub- 
stance ; " that he " had coiybined, with others, 
to subject us to a jurisdiction foreign to our Con- 
stitution, gioin;/ hi-t astsent to (heir ac(H of pretended 
leyialation that "he had abdicated govern- 
mant here, by declaring us out of his protection, 
and ivaijing war ogainsl us ; that he had exci- 
ted dome:5tic insurrection among us, and endeav- 
ored to briw] on. (he inhabitants of our frontier the 
merciless naoajcs that "our repeated potitious 
have been answered only by repealed injury." 
Aud this arraignment was aptly followed by the 
damning words, that '• a Prince, whose charac- 
ter is thus marked by every act which may define 
a tyrant, is unlit to be the ruler of a free peo])le.''' 

, And surely, a President who has done all these 
things, cannot be less unfit than a Prince. At 
every stage, the responsibility is l^rought directly 
to him. His oifiince has been both of commis- 
sion and oini'Sion. He has done that which he 
ought not to have done, and he has left undone 
that which he ought to have done. By his ac- 
tivity the Prohibition of Slavery was overturned. 
P^y his failure to act, the honest emigrants in 
Kansas have been left a prey to wrong of all 
kinds. Nullum jlagi'.ium ez(ili(, nisi jjcr (e ; nul- 
him jlagitium sine te. And now he stands forth 
the most conspicuous enemy of that uuh>ippy 
Territoiy. 

As the tyranny of the British King is all re- 
newed in the President, so on this floor have the 
old indignities been renewed, which embittered 
and fomented the troubles of our Fathers. The 
early petition of the American Congress to Par- 
liament, long before any suggestion of lade- 
peudencc, was opposed -— like the petitions of 
Kansas — because that body " wa^ assembled 
witliout any requisition ou the part of the 
Supreme Power." Another petition from New 
York, presented by Edmund Burke, was flatly 
rejected, as claiming rights derogatory to Par- 



liament. And still another petition from Mas* 
sachusetts Bay was dismissed as " vexatious 
and scandalous," while the patriot philosopher 
who bore it was exposed to peculiar contumely. 
Throughout the debates, our fathers-were made 
the butt of sorry jests and supercilious assump- 
tions. And now these scenes, with these precise 
objections, have been renewed in the American 
Senate. 

Witlii^regret, I come again upon the Senator 
from South Carolina, [Mr. Butlkh,] who, omni- 
prcsdnt in this debate, overflowed with rage at 
the simple suggestion that Kansa.*? had applied 
for admission as a State; and, with incoherent 
phrases, discharged Ihv? loose expectoration of 
his speech, now upon ?ier representative, aud 
thcD upon her people. There w>is no extrava- 
gance of the ancient Parliamentary debate which 
he did not repeat; nor was tliere any possible 
deviation from truth which be did not make, 
with so much of passion, I am glad to add, 
as to save him from the suspicion of intentional 
aberration. But tlie Senator touches nothippc 
which he does not disfigure — with error, some < 
times of principle, sometimes of fact. He showa 
an incapacity of accuracy, whether in stating 
the Constitution or in staling the law, whether in 
the details of statistics or the diversions of schol- 
arship. He cannot ope his mouth, but out there 
flies a blunder. Surely he ought to be familiar 
with the life of Franklin ; and yet he referred to 
this household character, while acting as agent 
of our fathers in England, as above suspicion ; 
and this was done that he might give jjoiat to 
a false contrast with the agent of Kansas — not 
knowing that, however ihcy may differ in genius 
and fame, in this experience tliey arc niike: that 
Franklin, when intrusted with the petition of 
Massachusetts Bay, was assaulted by a foul- 
moutlied speaker, where he could not be heard 
in defence, and denounced as a '* thief," even m 
the agent of Kansas has been aSsSaulted ou this 
floor, and denounced as a "forger.' And let 
not the vanity of the Senator he iuspiriul by the 
parallel with the British statesmen of that day; 
lor it is onlv in hostility to Freedom that anv 
parallel can be recognised. 

But it is against the people of Kansas that the 
sensibilities of the Senator are particularly arous- 
ed. Coming, as he announces, " from a State'* — ■■ 
aye, sir, from South Carolina — he turns with 
lordly disgust from this newly-formed communi- 
ty, which he will not recognise even n.5 "a body 
politic." Pray, sir, by what title does he indulge 
in this egotism ? Has he read the historv of the 
State'' which he represents? He cannot surely 
have forgotten its shameful imbecility from Sla- 
very, conlcssed throughout the Revolution, fol- 
lowed by its more shameful assumptions for Sla- 
very since. He cannot hare forgotten its wretched 
persistence in the slave trade as the very apple of 
its eye, and the condition of its participation in 
t!ie Union. He cannot have forgotten its Consti- 
tution, which is republican only in name, con- 
firming pov/er in the hands of the few, and fun ud- 
ing the qualifications of its legislators on ''a set- 
tled freehold estate or t4;n negroes.'' And yet the 
Senator, to whom that " State " has u'. part com- 
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miUed the guardianship of its good name, instead 
of moving, with- backward treading steps, to cover 
its nakedness, rushes forward, in the very ecsta- 
cy of madness, to expose it, by provoking a com- 
pari.5on with Kansas. South Carolina is old; 
Kan^-as is young. South Carolina counts by cen- 
turies, where Kansas counts by years. But a 
heuelicent example may be born in a day; and I 
venture to say, that against the two centuries of 
tiie older " State," may be already set the two 
vears of trial, evolving corresponding virtue, in 
the, younger community. lu the one, Is the long 
wail of Slavery ; in the other, the hymns of Free- 
dom. And ifVe glance at special a,chievenicnts, 
it will be difhcuU to find anything in the history 
of Soiith Carolina which presents so ranch of 
heroic spirit in an heroic caiise as appears in 
that repulse of the Missouri invaders r)y the be- 
leaguered town of l.awrenfo, where; even tlie 
women gavo their eiloctivc clVorts to Freedom, 
'I'he matrons of Rome, who poured their jewels 
into the treasury for the public defence— the 
wives of Prussia, who, wi;h delicate fingers, 
clothed their defenders against French invasion— 
the mothfM-s of our own devolution, who sent 
forth their sons, covered over with prayers and 
blessings, to couibat for Human llights, did notii- 
ing of 3elf-saci i!icc truer than did these women on 
i.hrs occasion. Were the whole history of South 
(Carolina blotted out of existonrc. from its very 
beginning down to the day of the last election of 
the Senator to his present sc:it en this iloor, civ- 
ili/.atiou might lose--l do not ?ay how little; 
i)ut surelv less than it has alrcii-ly gained l)y 
.he example of Kansas, in its viiliant struggle 
tgainst oppression, and in the developnient of a 
levv scieiK-e of emigration. Already in Ivaw- 
•once alone there are newspapi-rs and schools, 
iicluding a High Sdiool, and throughout this in- 
aat Territory there is more of mature scholarsisip, 
n proportion to its inhabitants, than iu all South 
:arulin.a. Ah, sir. 1 tell the Seuator that Kansas, 
velcomed as a l''ree State, will lie a "ministering 
mgel" to 111 I! U'jiiublio, when South Caroli:i;i, iu 



iarlviiess wliich she hugs, " lies 



he cloalc of 
iOwHng.'' 

The Senator iVoni lUinois [Mr. l).rrr,r..vs] nat- 
urally join-; tiie rfi"Mt')r fro:n South Carolina in 
his warfir", ;ia 1 gives to it the superior tntensi- 

of ])is nature." lie tbiiiks that the National 
Government has not completely proved its power, 
i it has never Inuiged a traitor; Init, if the oc- 
asiou requires, he hapr>> tlicre will be no hesi- 
atiovi; and this threat is dirccled at Kans.is, ami 
ven at the frieu h of Kansas throughout the 
ouulry. Ag.iiu occurs the parallel with the 
iruggles of our Fe.thers, and I borrow tlie lau- 
nagc of l\itriek Henry, when, to the cry from 
iie Senator, of 'Mreason,'"' "trcASon,'' I reply, " if 
lis be tre;vson, make tlie most of it." Sir, it is 
iisy to call names; bnl I beg to tell the Senator 
uU if the wor«i "traitor" is in any way ap'plic.i- 
le to those w!u) refuse .su'omissiou to a lyrau- 
ical Usurpation, whether iu Kansas or else- 
bere, tbeu must some new word, of deeper 
)lor, be inronted, to designate those mad spirits 
ho would endanger and degrade the Republic, 
tiile tbej botraj" idl the choriahed sentimeats of 



the Fathers and the .spirit of the Constitution 
in order to give new spread to Slavery. Let the 
Senator proceed. It Avill not be the first time in 
history, that a scaffold erected for punishment 
has become a pedestal of honor. Out of death 
comes life, and the "traitor" whom he blindly 
executes wi'l live immortal in the cause. 
For Humanity sweep.s onward; where to-day the mar».--^, 
siaiuls. 

Oil tlie morrow crouches .Tu'laf*, wuh tlm sUver in ^.a 

hnud-^; ... 
VVhi'o tlio linntint', rrioN of >vvorii!iy n «i.o!it nwe return. 
To irieau iij) ilie scieaercd as.i<-s into Htstory's j^olden urn. 

Among these hostile Senators, there is yet an- 
other. wTth all the ])rejudices of the Senator from 
South Carolina, but without bis generous impulses, 
who, on account of his character before the coun- 
try, and the rancor of his opposition, deserves to bo 
named. I mean the Senator from Virginia, [Mr, 
Mason.] who, as the author of the Fugitive Slave 
IJill, has associated himself with a special act of 
inhumanity and tyranny. Of him I shall say lit- 
tle, for he has said little iu this debate, though 
within that little was compressed the bitterness 
of a life absorbed in the support of Slavery. _ He 
holds tb.e commission of Virginia: bathe does 
not represent that early Virginia, so dear to our 
hearts, wliich gave to us the pen of .Icfferson, 
by which the eriuality of men was declared, and 
the sword of Washington, by wliich Independenco 
was secured ; but he represents that other Vir- 
ginia, from which Wasliington and .letferson now 
avert their faces, where human beings are bred 
•M\ cattle for the shambles, and where a dungeon 
reu-.trds the pious matron who teaches little chil- 
dren to relieve their bondage by reading the Book 
of Life. It is proper that such a Senator, rep- 
resenting .such a State, should rail against Free 
Kansas. 

lUii tliis is not all. The precedent is still more 
clinching. Thus far I hnve followed exeiusively 
the public documents laid before Congreji.', and 
illustrated bv the debates of that body ; but well- 
authenticated facts, not of record here, make the 
case stronger still. It is sometimes said that the 
proceedings in Kansas are defective, because they 
orirrina,ted in a party. Tills is not true; but even 
if it were true, then would they still lind support 
iu the example of Michigan, where all the pro- 
ceedings, streicliing through successive years, 
liesran and ended in party. The proposed State 
(Jovernment was pressed by the Deraoerats as a 
V'lrh/ ic^t: :md all whf) <iid not embark in it 
were denounced. Of the Legislative Council, 
which calleil the first Constitutional Convention 
in 18;>.'). all were Democrats; and in the Conven- 
tion itself, comnosf.'d of eighty-seven members, 
only seven were Whigs. The Convention of 
18;i(>. wliich gave the linal assent, originated in 
a Democratic Convention on the liOth October, 
iu the county of Wayne, composed of one hun- 
dred and tw'enty-four delegates, all Democrats, 
who proceeded to re.-'olve — 

" That ihe delegate? of the Democratic party of Wayiw, 
Bolemnly impressed with the Bpreadiiig; evils and dangers 
which a refuBttl to go into the Union has brouixht upon tk* 
people of Michigan, earner»ly-recQntmend meetings lo ba 
immediately eoavened by their fellow ciiuens in.eveij 
eoamy of the State, with a view to the expression of their 
ftentimrnts iu favor of the election aad call of anotlMr 
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Conveii-von, in time to secure our admission into ihe 
Union before lb? first of January next." 

Shortly afterwards, a committee of five, ap- 
pointed by Ibis Convention, all leading Demo- 
crats, issued a circular, "under the authority of 
the delegates of the county of Wayne," recom- 
V,mcnding that the voters throughout Michigan 



machinations of party, and the !ow level of vulgar 
strife, it must turn from that Slave Oligarchy 
which now controls the Republic, and refuse 'u 
be its tool. Let its power be Mretched forth to- 
wards this distttut Territory, not to bind, but to 
unbind ; not lor the oppression of the weuk, but 
for the subversion of the tyrannical; noi for iha 



to give the necessary assent to the Act of Con 
gress. In pursuance of this call, the Conveniion 
met; and, as it originated in an exclusively party 
recommendation, so it was of an exclusively party 
character. And it was the action of this Con- 
vention that was submitted to Congress, and, 
after discussion in both bodies, on solemn votes, 
approved. 

Jiut the precedent of Michigan has another fea- 
ture, which is entitled to the gravest attention, 
especially at this moment, when citizens engaged 
in the effort to establish a State Coveruntent in 
Kitnsas are openly arrested on the charge of trea- 
son, and we are startled by tidings of the mad- 
dest eiforts to press this procedure of preposter- 
ous Tyranny. No such madness prevailed under 
Andrew Jackson ; although, during the long 
pendency of the Michigan proceedings, for more 
tluin fourteen mouths, the Territorial Govern- 
ment was entirely ousted, and the State Govern- 
ment organized in all its departments. One hun- 
dred and thirty different legislative acts were 
passed, providing for elections, imposing ta.^es, 
erecting corporations, and establishing courts of 
justice, including a Supreme Cotirt and a Court 
of Chancery. All process was issued in tlie name 
of the peo[de of the Stale of Michigan. And yet 
no attcujpt was made to question the legal valid- 
ity of these proceedings, whether legislative or 
judicial. Least of all did any menial Guvernor, 
dressed in a little brief authority, play the fan- 
tastic tricks whi(;h we now witness in Kansas ; 
nor did any perton, wearing the robes of justice, 
^hock high Heaven with the mockery of injustice 



should meet and elect delegates to a Convention prop and niitiutenauro of a revolting Usurpation 

but for the confirmation of ]..ibcrty. 

TiiesL- are iinrterial arts, ami woriliy tlieol 
Let it now take its stand between the living and 
dead, and cause this plague to be stayed. Ail thi? 
it can do ; and if the interests of Slavery ilid not 
oppose, ail this it Avould do at once, in reverent 
regard for justice, law, and order, driving far awaj 
all the alarms of war ; nor would it dare to brave 
the shame and punishment of this Great Refusal. 
But the Slave Power dares anything; and it can 
be conquered only by the united masses of the 
Peo!)le. From Congress to the People, i appeal. 

Already I'ublic Opinion gathers unwonted 
forces to scourge the aggressors. In the press, 
in (Itiily couver.sation, wherever two or three are 
gathered together, there tiie indignant utterance 
linds vent. And trade, by \inerring indications, 
attests the growing energy. Public credit in 
Missouri droups. The six per cents of that State, 
which at par should be 102, have sunk to 84|-— 
thus at once completing the evidence of Crime, 
and attesting its punishment. Business is now 
turning from the Assassins und Tliugs, that in- 
fest the Missouri Kiver on the way to Kansa.*, 
to seek some safer avenue. And this, though 
not unimportant in itself, is typical of greater 
changes. The political credit of the men who 
uphold the Csurpation, droops even more than 
the stocks; and the People arc turning from all 
those through whom the Assassins and Thugs 
have derived their disgraceful immunity. 

It was said of old, '* Cursed lie he that re- 
moveth his neigtibor's Landmark. A7i(! all ilie 
pcojilc shall say ^ Amen.'" — (/^/^/i/. xxvii, IT.) Cur- 



hosy enacted by emissaries of the ]*resident in } scd, it is said, in the city, nnd in the field; cursed 

in basket and store; ciirscd when thou comesl 
in, and cursed when thou goest out. These Hre 
terrible imiirocntions ; but if ever any Landmark 
were sacred, it was that by which an immense 
territory was guarded jvrn-(r against Slavery ; 
and if ever sucli imprecations could justly de- 
scend upon any one, they must descend now upon 
ail who, not content with the removal o{ this Sfi- 



that Territory. No, sir; nothing of this kind 
then occurred. Andrew Jackson was President. 

Senators such as these are the natural enemies 
of Kansas, and \ introduce them v. ith reluctant e, 
einiply that the country may understand the 
character of the hostility Vrhich must be over- 
come. Arrayed with them, of course, are all who 
unite, under any pretext or apology, in the i)rop- 



agandism of Human Slavery. To such, indeed, j ered Landni.ark, have since, with crinnnal com- 
the time-honored safeguards of popular rights i plicity, fustered the incursions of the great 
can be a name only, and nothing more. What | Wrong agaitist which it waa intended to guard, 
are trial by jury, habeas corpus, the ballot-box, i But I utter tio imprecations. These are not 
the right of petition, the liberty of Kansas, your ! my words ; nor is it my part to add to or 



liberty, sir, or mine, to one who lends himself, 
not merely to the support at home, but to the 
propagandism abroad, of that preposterous wrong, 
which denies even the right of a man to himself ! 
Such a cause can be maintained only by a prac- 
tical subversion of all rights. It is, therc-fore, 
merely according to reason that its partisans 
should uj)hold the Usurpation in Kansas. 



subtract from them. But thauk.s be to (Jod ! 
they hud a response in the hearts of an aroused 
Peo])ie, making them turn from every man. 
v.'hether President, or Senator, or Representa- 
tive, who has been engaged in this ('rime — ee- 
pecialiy from those who, cradled in free institu- 
tions, are without the apology of education or 
s'>ciul prejudice — until of all such those other 



To overthrow this Usurpation is now the spc- ! words of tlie prophet shall be fulfilled — " I will 
cial, importunate duty of Congress, admitting of j set my face agii iust that man, and make him » 
no hesitation or po.'^tponemenl. To this end it 1 sign and a proverb, and 1 will cut him him off 
Biu t lift itself from the cabals of candidates, the ! from the midsl of my people." — [Eztkiel liv, p.) 
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Turning thus from the authors of thiij Crime, the 
People will unite onco more with the Fathers of 
the Republic, in a just condemnation of Slavery — 
determined especially that it shall find no home 
in the National Territories — while the Slave 
Power, in which the Crime had its beginning, 
and by which it is now sustained, will be swept 
into the charnel-house of defunct Tyrannies. 

In this contest, Kansas bravely stands forth — 
the stripling leader, clad in the panoply of 
American institutions. In calmly meeting and 
adopting a frame of Government, her people 
have with intuitive promptitude performed the 
duties of freemen ; and when I consider the diffi- 
culties by which she was beset, I find dignity in 
her attitude. In offering herself for admission into 
tJie Union as a Fukjj State, she presents a single 
issue for the jyeople to decide. And since the Slave 
Potver now stakes on this issue all its ill-gotten 
supremacy, the People, while vindicating Kansas, 
will at the same time overthrow this Tyranny. 
Thus does the contest which she now begins in- 
volve not onlr Lihertv for herself, but for the 
whole country. God be praised, that she did 
not bend ignobly beneath the yoke ! Far away 
on the prairies, she is now battling for the Lib- 
erty of all, against the President, who misrepre- 
sents all. Everywhere among those who are not 
insensible to Right, the generous struggle meets 
a generous response. From innumerable throb- 
bing hearts go forth the very words of encour- 
agement which, in the sorrowful days of our 
Fathers, Avcre sent by Virginia, speaking by the 
pen of Richard Henry Lee, to Massachusetts, in 
the person of her popular tribune, Samiiel Adams : 

" OiiANTiTXY. Va., June 2;]. 1774. 
"I hope tlie pootl people of Boston will not lose ilieir 
spiriis, under their prfstiiit. Iiciivy oppression, for (hey will 
oeriaiiily be supported tiy the oilier Colonies ; and the cause 
for which they suiTer is so glorious and so deeply intf-r- 
e.siiii;^- to the present and future ijeneraiioiis, that all Amer- 
ica will owe, iu u ifreut measure, ihoir political salvation 
to Vlie pres'int virtue of Massachusetts Bay.'- — {Aynt-rican 
Archives^ A'h series. Vol. I, p. W).) 

In all this sympathy there is strength. But in the 



cause itself there is angelic "nower. Unseen of 
men, the great spirits of Histu.y eorabat by the 
side of the people of Kansas, breathing a divine 
courage. Above all towers the majestic form of 
Washington once more, as on the bloody field, 
bidding them to remember those rights of Human 
Nature for which the War of Independence was 
waged. Such a cause, thus sustained, is invinci- ' 
ble. 

The contest, which, beginning in Kansas, has 
reached us, will soon be transferred from Con- 
gress to a broader stage, where every citizen will 
be not only spectator, but actor; and to their 
judgment I confidently appeal. To the People, 
now on the eve of exercising the electoral fran- 
chise, in choosing a Chief Magistrate of the 
Republic, I appeal, to vindicate the electoral 
franchise in Kansas. Let the ballot-box of the 
Union, with multitudinous might, protect the 
ballot-box in that Territory. Let the voters 
everywhere, while rejoicing in their own rights, 
help to guard the equal rights of distant fellow- 
citizens ; that the shrines of popular institutions, 
now desecrated, may be sanctified anew ; that the 
ballot-box, now plundered, may be restored ; and 
that the cry, " I am an American citizen," may 
not be sent forth in vain against outrage of every 
kind. In just regard for free labor in that Terri- 
tory, which it is sought to blast by unwelcome 
association with slave labor; in Christian sym- 
pathy with the slave, whom it is proposed to task 
and to sell there ; in stern condemnation of the 
Crime which has been consummated on that 
beautiful soil ; in rescue of fellow-citizens, now 
subjugated to a tyrannical Usurpation ; in du- 
tiful respect for the early Fathers, whose as- 
pirations arc now ignobly thwarted ; in the 
name of the Constitution, which has been out- 
raged — of the Laws trampled down — of Justice 
banished — of Humanity degraded — of Peace de- 
stroyed — of Freedom crushed to earth ; and, in 
the name of the Heavenly Father, whose service 
is perfect Freedom, 1 make this last appeal. | 



